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ossipeel divers- quickly .loc3te.q qF ri-anagg to-purloin almost
scuui aving ind sntilr..ri,o but the propeller never propell-e.1,it-w-asg_tpc[d..tottrg gvgrvthin8 m6vable up !9re,
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ro*"E uE ma;tpil:::':j: recovered. power lift of ttre Kltty Bell, and p.ut we..fone this is one irtifaci

our big lake offers ,;fr;; - Marion IecPiYS no reply at bon rce, &tpPinb bnd rusty, !!ey will "lbt get away-with. The
visitors, at least two youl'.:'l': that time, but this summer shC from its slggn of over a cenhrry. Meivin Historical Society of-
fromBaltimore,niu crrl*iilli did - "wqrld the museum bd It was of cast iron, over six ficers.?replanningtomountthe
a:nd John McWilliamsltfi interested in seeing !h" finl. feet in diameter (the slower propeller 6n a coricrete hase on
found it so. Some ,i,. ,u.-1""* and doing something abq.rt it?" rotating stea-m engines.of those the lawn in front of the
il;;- thui-pEd "t-"ii:;S,i LX?r"#tH:l",",IfJLli""fli$ $ili#tl$#"ffil:Tll it Sffi#,#y,oTi,frlt',"ffi
llilh"i"rlrftll 
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mqaio* -- . **iercl at a iir.ss weti ove" a iiver discovereri, rom Hunler,

teres0edintheoddanaOrii-.1.#t Tom Hunter was contacted; ron.BrorghtinboMelvinniver, and^t{e others who so suc-
underwa,er world to #|:].j .and quickly volunteer{ liq thepropel-lerwastrars.ferredto cessfully procuned this in-
uiiooer,"aru"isgrassl 
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Last summer, diving rrcar F?l' h"". Kitty Bell- So last tleavy lulks up here) qld.smn Historical Society would ap
rigr,i UuoV No. ld, which"martrs f*qry {Pl"oon an in0erested was fepogi_te.d on t!!e side lawn preciate it if anyone having oid

glll.,ruW f;* J#; *:1f ,3T'#::tU",::i1H BL,,ili. Mervin ':'':*:"' fffffrffi'"i"filllfii"-iirll;
tley corld dim$ make out an Predaciotts souvenir hunters the Seneca would so a
odd shape that-was d€finir.ly %
nrot a rock. Clooer examinarion
prroved unmistakenly that it
was a ship's large propeller,
lerrger than anything one would
sr:e on the,{ake today. Heavily
encrusted with rust and marine
growth, it was far too heavy to
move.

Anxious to trace its history,
they came to Melvin Historical
Society museum, and were
r,eferred to Mrs. Marion Horner
Fi,obie, as an authority on LakB
history. Word was not im-
mediately obtainable, but
Marion received the inquiry,
and later wrote them that
evidently the propeller must
have been from the wreck of the
steamer Seneca, a scow-shaped
vessel btrilt in Melvin Vi[agb
about 1862. and wrecked otr
Cloose Egg rock in a violent
storm shortly thereaf ler-engine
and boiler salvaged and used
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Bi?i'L;Ke.W;biks I nfrigue Divers
"Some of the be€t fresh-

water wrecks outside the
Great Lakes," is attributed to
Lake WinniPesaukee bY Russ
Bellico, the author of a
fascinating article in the
September issue of Skin
Diver magazine entitled'

"New HamPshire's Lake of
Lost Ships."

Of all the lakes in the state,
Lake WinniPesaukee, the
largest, bas attracted the
most skin divers. The article
notes its 2?4 island, 183 miles
of shoreline and depths of 170
feet.

"The best wreck in the
lake, and brobablY the best in
anv lake in the northeast' is
tUe "UAY of the Lake," tbe
author comments. He con-

she was 125 foot steamer with
a 35 foot beam. As the most
efficient transPortation of its
time, Lady plied the lake for
most of the remaining 19th
eentury canying both freight
and passengers. On a SundaY
morning in 1895, two other
ships, the Maid of the Isles
and the Mineola, were given
orders to tow the retired and
dismantled LadY out and sink
her in a deeP Part of the lake

near Rattlesnake Island. As
the two boats tried to tow her
out of Glendale Cove, the old
steamer suddenlY . rebelled'
lurched violentlY, and sank
right in the cove' She sits
uprlgttt todaY, with-her hull
completely intact in 32 feet of
water between Pig Island and
the Glendale Shore. The

Lady's deck is whollY intact

except for a small Portion of

her stern and where her

, exposed beams radiate into a
mosaic Pattern... ."

Skin diver excursions to
other notable wrecks in the
lake include the following
descriPtion: "An excursion to
the steamer BelknaP was one
of my first dives over 11 Years
ago. She sank in 1841 while
towing a raft of logs near the
middle of the lake. During a
sudden s to rm she was
l i teral lY blown into the
jagged rocks of a small island
where she sank to the bottom'
The island has been called
Steamboat Island since then''
and the re,mnants of her hull
lie right off the north side of

ttre tinY islaod in some of the

clearest water in the Lake. I
will never forget my first dive
there: r,ve spent the first ten
minutes snorkeling in search
of our seuba equipment that
kept dropping overboard
from ourr borrowed rowboat.

"Winnipesaukee also offers
s e v e r a l  u n d i s c o v e r e d
s t e a m b o a t  w r e c k s .  T h e
w r e c k  o f  t h e  M o u n t
Washington I has never been
found. She was built in 1872,
resemtrled the Lady of tpe
Lake, and had a lcngth 0778
feet and beam of 49 leet./The
ship burned to the waterline
at Weirs dock in the winter of

" DIVING.Page Two

1939 after the stove in the
adjace,nt rai lroad stat ion set
the whole place on f ire. The
remaining hul l  u,as totved out
to the deeper watcr of the
harbor and sunk. No one has
located the main wrcckage to
date, but a diver showcd up
recerttly at thc tlive shoP with
a port.hole from thc sunken
I l I o u n t .  (  T h e r e  a r e  n o
regulat ions in Ne rv Hanp-
shire regarding rel ic hun-
t ing ' . - i i t ' s ' f indcrs  kecPers '
right rrorv. )

' rFlarly in the l f i { i {)s, a
smaller steamer, the Seneca,
smashred on GooseTffiGE
in Morl l tonboro Bay during a
hssvy windstorm. Her engtne
and boiler were salvaged, but
the badly damaged hull was
abandoned. I found the Goose
Egg al l  r ight, but never
locate'd the Seneca. "

The ar t i c le  conc ludes :
"Therre are many other
barges, small  steamers, old
lake cruisers, and other
assorlLed vessels scatt
throutghout the iiike to
diverrs busy. Ilestatlra4ts,
l a k e r s i d e  m o t e i s ,  b d a t
l iverir.s, are also abundbnt
since Lake Winl l iPesauFee
has the dist inct ion ol be[ng
the first summer resort ln
America."

: "Launched in 1849,
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Old ship propeller nowsel os permonent exhibii
A large propeller believed to

tc from the wreck of the old
Lake Winnipesaukee steamer
"Seneca" has been restored and
installed on the grounds of the
lbftonboro Hisiorical Society in
Ilfielvin Village.

A granite slab to the left of the
Itistorical Society building pro
vides the pedestal for the more
Uhan six-foot diameter pro
peller, which was rediscovered
in 19?5 and raised last year,.
being reStored over the winter
by Robert Ramsbotham at
Flam-Z-Marine.

It was found by two summer
rresidents, William Chambers
and John McWilliams, off
Gieneva Point in Moultonboro,
u'hile they were simply looking
for fish. Marion Horner Robie,
IVlelvin Village historian, says
tlut they approached the His-
torical Society shor0y after-
u,ards with the idea of raising
the heavily encrusled cast-iron
propeller, but that it wasn't
until the next year that Tom
Illun0er was able to recover it.

Little is known of ttre
"Seneca". which was built in
lVlelvin Village in the early
lll60's, or its eventual faie. Mrs.
F,obie has fo3nd only one refer-
ence to it, in Edward Black-
stone's Farewell Old Mount
l4/ashington, a chronicle of rgth
century steamboats on the lake.
Blackstone records that the ship

was built for Uriah Hill. who
ma_y have been from Sandwich,
and that tlte vessel was wrecked
on Goose Egg Rock, one of a
large number of rocks and
shoals near Geneva Point.

What caused the Seneca's
wreck is not known, but Mrs.
Robie noted that in later years
the "Belle of the Isles", which
called at the Winnipesaui<ee Inn
on Geneva Point, sometimes

had difficulty navigating a-
round the same shoals.

The boiler and engine were
salvaged from the wreck and
used in the "Ossipee", a freight
hauler during the latter tgth
century. The propeller, though

' obviously a valuable part, was
not found until more than a
hundred years later.

Restoring the find involved

rc)moving heavy rust deposits,
of which a few fragmenti werd
sa,ved as testimony of its an_
!1UuitV, and repainting. With
that work completed, it became
a weighty addition to the histor-
icial society's collection.

The propeller will remain on
year-round display, evident
erren td the most casual of
passers-by.'


