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i (eneova Foint Center

INTRODUCTION

An Hislorieal Appreciation of Geneva Point Cenler
is presenled as the story of Geneva Point Cenler's
ownership and managemenl over the past sevenly
years. Geneva Point Center on Lake Winnipesaukee in
ceniral New Hampshire was purchased in 1919, Its
ownership and ministry has come full eircle — [rom lay
non-denominational sponsorship, to the education
boards ol the denominations cooperaiing in the Inter-
national Council of Religious Edueation, which pre-
dated he National Council of Churches, and through
a series of restructuring Lo the Division of Educatlion
and Ministry of the Nalional Council of Churches of
Chrisl — and now back once again to lay non-denomi-
nalional sponsors, Geneva Point Center, Inc.

Rev. William Genné was asked to write the saga of
Geneva Point Center and ils ministry to young people
and adults in the Northeaslern region of the Uniled
Stales, Dr. Genné's emolional relationship willy Ge-
neva Point covers a period ol sixty-two years. He served
as President of the Winni Boys' Camp (1930) and
Program Coordinator (1976-19385).

Geneva Point Center 1919-1989 An Historical Appre:
ciction scts forth the saga ol Geneva Point Cenler, and
(he story of Christian Education executives, denomi-
nalional executives, and hundreds of men and women
who served as volunteers in the Geneva Poinl program.
The slory also includes (he children and young people,
many of them now adull and leaders in their churches
and communities, who played importani roles in the
gaga of Geneva Poinl Center.

Emily V. Gihbes
May 198¢
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FULL CIRCLE - A FOREWORD

A strange thing has oceurred in the past scvenly
vears! Geneva Point on Lake Winnipegaukee in cenlral
New ITampshire was owned by a lay, nondenomina-
Honal organization of men and women, the Interna-
tonal Sunday School Assoclation (1S54), alter the
properly was purchased in 1919,

In 1922, when Lhe ISSA merged with the Council of
Church Boards of Education, ifs new owner was an
inlerdenominational educational agency responsible
lo the educalion boards of the denominations cooper-
ating in he Inlernalional Council of Religious Eduea-
tion (ICEE],

Then, in 1850, the ICRE joined with thirteen other
interdenominalional agencies in forming the National
Council ol the Churches of Christ in the ULS.AL [NCOCY),
The ICRE became Lhe Division of Christian Education,
bringing with it the properly and programs of Geneva
Point Camp [GPC).

And now, in the 1980°s, in a resiructuring of its
Division of Education and Ministry, the NCCC has
decided to transler wo properties in Wisconsin aid
New Hampshire 1o two separale regionally based cor-
porations of persons dedicated Lo their ongoing minis
iries. So GPC is being returned once again to lay non-
tenominational sponsors.

The story of how Geneva Poinl Cenler moved through
these various types and Torms of organizational spon
sorship is a lascinaling lale, Il includes men and
women of vision and great dreams, Il includes persons
of great dedication and commitment. Il includes Lhou-
sands of “just plain [olks™ whose lives have been
enriched, their characier strengthened, and who have
relurned to their families and communities with grealer
love and service because they have spent some time at
Geneva Poinl Cenler by Lhe Lake in the mountains.
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Let us get on willy the story, then in our Postscript
we can ponder some of the meanings and messages this
tale may have for us!
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1. THE PLACE

Aswe drive between Lhe stone columns marking the
enfrance to Geneva Poinl Cenler, we do not immedi-
ately sense we are enlering a place of special signifi-
cance. The Tnn looks like many olher New England
structures and a cursory view of the landscape reveals
a nice lake and some low mountains,

If we stay awhile and begin Lo explore it, the place
begins to spealc to us, Our first evening we may go down
across the athletie ficld and through lhe woods to the
Tryst. llere we can sit among the gianl boulders and
walch the sun set directly opposite us across Langdon
Cove. As Lhe sun sinks lower over the Sandwich Mour-
tains, lhe clouds grow brilliant with eolors too numer-
sus to menlion and the golden pathway comes straight
across Lo where Lhe waves lap gently against the rocks
al our [eel, We begin to sense the quietness of the scene
and our spirils begin to feel the rhythms of beauly and
peace. Aloon may lead her chicks swimming along the
shore near their nesling place, and we become aware of
caring in God’s world.

The nexl morning, as we are awakenecd by the sun
streaming across Lhe lake, silhoueiting the islands ofl
Lone Pinc Poinl, we sense a different kind of beauly.
The mists rising [rom lhe waters symbolize a surge ol
activity, the birds sound bright and cheerful and
rhythms ol (he breezes alert our senses to a day full of
adventure, There are almost two hundred acres Lo
explore, Let us be up and away!

As we walk from Lake View Lodge, by the Gibbes
ITouse, we climb the hill pasl the Gould Outdoor
Chapel to the Inn. Reaching Lhe veranda, we turn to
look norih, out over the Visla, cleared through the trees
to permit a view of the Lake and the Ossipee Mountains.
The whitecaps sparkle in Lhe morning sun and their
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hrightness makes us wanl Lo whistle a merry tune.

Afler breakfast, we come out and stand on the Inn
poreh, looking castward. Beyond the driveway is an
open field, somewhat like the "Green” or “Common” in
sn many New England lowns. Our commnon also serves
as the center of mosl of the life of the community.
Surrounding it are Lhe Center Store, Lhe Chapel, lhe
Health Center, 1he Barn, the Arts and Crafts Cenler,
interspersed with cluslers of cottages and cabins.

The Bamn is on (he opposite side, facing the Inn.
[Cehind the Barn is a second large field in which recrea-
lional vehicles and tents may be sct up. In lhe center
ol this area is a large tepee where a family or group ol
campers may sleep, These two open areas, the commeon
arid the tent and trailer darea, arc complelely sur
rounded by trees which cover (he remainder of the
property, excepl [or the athlelic ficld which is west ol
Lhe T,

If we take lhe path beside the Barn Lo enter ihe
woods, we pass the stone foundation of a house that
was on the property when it was a working farm.
Remnants of old stone fences can be seen Lracing their
way among Lhe trees. They remind us of the [act that in
the 19th century, New ITampshire was 85% agricul-
lure, while al lhe present lime its surface is 55%
woodland.

While it is not virgin forest, this second growth of
seventy five vears or more has attained good height and
provides sheller for birds and wildlife. One group of bird
watehers identified thirty eight species during a weel
long visit. Deer, raccoons, chipmunks, skunks, porei-
pines and an occasional red lox malke their home here.

Seattered among the lrecs is an abundance of
lowers: jack in the pulpits, Indian pipes, lady slippers,
violets along with a whole variety of mushrooms and
toadstools. Later in the season strawberries, blackber-
rics, raspberrics, and blueberries abournud.
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Conlinuing along the path, we come o a small
building, the “Trading Post" which was originally de
signed as a store from which campers could buy
supplies while camping in the area. Since the camping
area has been used moslly by organized groups whose
tood needs are supplied by the main kitchen, the
building has been used for olher purposes.

Jusl a short distance Lo lhe east, we come lo the
outdoor education area. This is largely a colleclion of
canvas shelters: covered wagons, hogans and wall
tents, lo which organized groups can come, There are
permanent structures for wash houses, dining and
larger group activities in inclement weather, All (he
other accommaodations are movable and can be ar-
ranged according to the size and program of the group.

Il is an easy walk up the hill to the Cathedral in the
Pines, a beauttful space surrounded by evergreens. It
is a quiecl place for individuals Lo meditate while observ-
ing lite around them or for small groups to share their
deepest thoughts.

From the Cathedral, we can pick up the blaze marks
(painted yellow bands) on the lrees of the Barderline
Trail thal will lead us to the easlern sharefront of (he
property. We will notice a variely of terrain as we pass
from the pines to the caks and [rom the maples Lo Lhe
birehes and the lush eoverage of (he wetlands along lhe
shore.

Reaching the lake level, we pass the Morning Beach
so called because il is warmed by the morning sun, This
is the beach that is used by eampers using the guldoor
camping area. '

Then we cross the Dock Road which connecls (he
Inn with an old sleamboat landing. A lew beams from
the old structure can be seen in the clear water at ihe
end of the road. Belore motor ears became popular, it
was quicker to gel oflf the old Boston and Maine
Railroad at the Weirs and take a steam launch around
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the tip of Moultonborough Neck to the dock, cven
though it meant carrying all your gear the half mile to
the Inn.

Continuing westward along the lake shore, we will
pass the “Meditation Beach,” a small place on which a
person or family might want to spend some time. Lone
Pine Poinl comes next. The pine tree was lost in a storm
some vears ago but the massive rock, jutting out inlo
the water is still a landmarlk.

Just beyond the rock, back from the beach is a
ruslic amphitheater with a stone lined fireplace in the
cenler. This is the Council Ring, the place for evening
camplires and programs. With its four tiers of seating
il can accommodate most groups.

The main beach extends wesi from the Lone Pine
Foinl. It is long enough to be used for three purposes
when necessary. The end toward the Point is uscd by
individual guests and their families. The center is used
lo launch boals, canoes and wind surfing hoards. The
weslern end is usually reserved [or more organized
groups conducting thefr swim programs.

The Borderline Trail continues along the shoreline
and takes us lhrough some lush growth of irees and
flowers. Alter we pass Lake View Lodge, we leave the
lrail lo take lhe path up to the Inn.

Az we approach Lhe Inn, we have a better opportu-
nity to appreciale the slalely structure, wilh its broad
veranda on three sides, crowned with a cupola with its
weather vane rising above the roof of the three sloried
building. Beneath the north veranda, with ils wall of
windows over looking the lake, is the Lake Side Dining
Room. sealing 250 (o serve larger conference groups.

Behind the Lake Side Dining Room is the Fire Side
Dining Room for individual, family, and small group
service, The stone fireplace helps Lo create a warm and
cozy atmosphere on the early spring and late fall
mormings, Its southern exposure lels the sunshine into
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the room throughout the day.

Interior stairs lead [rom the Fire Side Room up to
the lobby of the Inn. We can go out on the veranda and,
silling in the high-backed rockers looking out over the
lake and the Ossipees, we can talk aboul this place.

One of the first queslions we are usually asked is
"How old is the Inn?" This question really slarts us on
the history of The Place.

Long before the buildings were erecled, the site had
been taking shape. About 12,000 years ago the great
ice glaciers moved down from Canada and covered the
ared with a mass of ice estimated to be as deep as Mt.
Washington is high (6,228 fi.). With the tremendous
power of its weight, Lhe glacier gouged great valleys in
ils path. Later, as (he temperatures became warmer,
gredal water runofts in the summer would alternate with
great [reezes in the winler. The rocks and masses of
debris lefl by these alternaling rhythms began to dam
up the walers, forming lakes. What is now Lake Win-
nipesaukee used to drain into the Atlantic Ocean by
way ol lhe Cocheco River. When this exil became
blocked, Lhe Lake rose aboul 300 feet and covered a
large arca, including what is now Laconia and Gilford.
This enlarged lake was contained by a natural dam just
north of Tilton, When this dam was broken, probably
by an earthquake, the tremendous rush of waler
gouged out the Weirs and scoured the present Winnis-
quam, Paugus and Opechee Lakes.

Winnipesaukee, lhe largest lake in Lhe Lakes Re-
gion, became the hearl of a fertile countryside with the
rolling foothills of the Presidential Range to the north,
There are seventy sireams that flow inlo Lhe Lake and
to this day the Lake waler is so erystal clear it meets all
requirements of the heallth department [or drinking
The Lake now has depths of nearly two hundred feet
and a shoreline of two hundred and sixty-lliree miles,
There are two hundred and seventy four inhabitable
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islands and, if we add the various rock out-croppings.
it would lotal an island for every day in the yvear.

The Lake is surrounded by mountains. To the north
are the Ossipees, topped by Mt. Shaw (2,975 feet); o
lhe wesl is the Sandwich Range, with Mi. Chocorua
(3.475 fect) and to the south is Belknap Mountain
[2.8379 fect). Red Hill, at the head of the Moultonbor-
ough Neck is 2,029 feet. This varietly of terrain provides
a selection for hiking, especially for eampers who need
to get their museles in shape. They can stari on Monday
with Red Hill. On Wednesday they should be ready for
Mt. Chocorua, so by Friday they can tackle Mt. Wash-
ington in the Presidential Range.

The Indians

IL was Lhe Indians living around the Lake who gave
it the name "“Winnipesaukee,” although that is the
white man's spelling of the name that survived abouta
hundred diflerent spellings among the early setllers.

To the Indians “Winnipesogge” meanl “The Smile of
the Great Spirit.” This was based on (heir legend ol
Mineola, the daughter of the Chief ol Lhe Abenakis, who
was wooed by Adiwando, son of the chiefl ol a Lribe with
which the Abenakis were nol oo [riendly.

When Adiwando came Lo Mineola's [ather {o plead
for his daughler's hand. the father threatened him with
a tomahawk, Bul Mineola interceded and pleaded with
her falher unlil he linally relented. As the couple rode
away in their canoe, the sun, which had been hidden by
clouds, broke lhrough and bathed the couple in sun-
light. This seemed Lo all lo be a sign of the blessing of
lhe Greal Spiril on their union,

The Abenakis were a highly developed tribe within
Lhe Algonguin Confederation. They fished for shad at
lhe Weirs and hunted in the forest. Some of their
arlifacts have reportedly been found near the lake

i m—p,gf— e e —
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shore at Geneva Point.

In 1696, feeling the pressure of the while man's im-
migralion, the Abenakis moved to Canada, never to
return to their beloved Lalke.

The White Selllers

As the early settlemenls of immigrants along the
New England coast became more established, there
were always those who wanled to push furlher inland
to see whal they could discover. Pushing up (he rivers
from Roslon and Portsmoulh and westward from the
Maine coasl, lhe first explorers came to the Lakes
Region in 1632,

The Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1652 senla party
to find the source of the Merrimack River to eslablish
(heir northern boundaries according to their charler.
When the party gol Lo the Weirs, the Indians told {hem
the lake was the source of the Merrimack. The explor-
crs carved the name of Governor John Endicott and
their inilials on the rock which can be seen today at the
Weirs,

While Lhere was conlinuing exploralion and a few
settlemenls appeared, the lands around the Lake did
not feel any rush of development beeause of the distur-
banees with the Indians who had moved in after the
Abenakis left. The troubles of the French and Indian
War lasied about ten years, from about 1755 to 1765,

Scetilers came up the river routes. One of the favar-
ites was [rom Portsmouth, up the Great Bay, and then
by way of the Cocheco River almost all the way to the
tip ol Allon Bay. This was praciically a sea level route
which males it not surprising that Alton Bay became
e [irst settlement on (he Lake. From Allon Bay the
selllers could take advanlage of the water for transpor-
lalion in their canoes, gundalows or their horse hoats.
The gundalows were [al bottomed scows with a single
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mast for a (riangular sail. The horse boat was another
type of scow big criough to hold a herse on a tread nill
which powered two side wheels in the water,

Lumbering grew as an industry when the settlers
cleared their lands, One of the largest ol lhe sawmills
was in Meredith. Tt would receive large rafls of logs from
all around the Lake. There is a slory from Lhe 18503
(after they had steamn tughoals) of two captains, who
worked together to assemble a raft of aver one million
board feel and float il from Lee's Mills, (just east of
Moultomborough Corners) down Moultonborough Bay,
around the lip of Long Island and up Meredith Bay. The
trip of aboul lwenty miles was accomplished in five
hours on a calm and moonlit night. Their roule would
have taken them directly past our property off the
beaches.

Moultonborough Neck extends aboul seven miles
info the northwestern area of the Lake and has a
maximum width of about four miles. IL has a very
irregular shoreline with many bays and coves,

Once their land was cleared, the settlers loved heir
soil. Long Island, just off the Neck near Geneva Doint
was sellled early and has made some significant con-
tributions to American agricullure. The polatoes grown
there were purchased by the governmenl lo send Lo the
settlers in Idaho Lo help them start their famous farms.
The wheat was also outstanding. John Pillsbury estab-
lished his first flour mill on nearby Cow Island belore
moving lo Minneapolis as agriculture moved west.

We cannot go inlo all the delails of the development
of the area, bul much of il will be revealed in our
continuing story. There is an excellent story of the
endurance and skills of the early seltlers of the area as
they built their cabins (six axe handles wide and three
axc handles deep) and eleared the wilderness to de-
velop Lhelr farms in this area. It is called Loolk fo the
Mountainwritten by LeGrand Cannon, Jr.ILis available
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in paperback [rom Bantam Books and in Lhe Center
Bookstore,

In 1840, Carroll County was created oul of Strafford
county, and in the late 1800's a Dr., Jared Alonzo
Greene purchased several of the existi ng [arms on the
Neck and combined them for raising cattle, horses and
poultry. Early maps designale the properiy as “Roxmant
Poullry Farm.” Dr. Greene also operated the steam
launch, "Roxmont.” In 1895 this served as a feeder line
to the steamer, “Mt. Washinglton,” which was operated
by the Boston and Maine Railroad.

It was somelime in the eighteen seventies or early
cighties that whal we now know as the "Tnn" was built
as a barn. The narrow windows in the Lobby indicate
wliere some of the stalls were, The massive boulders in
the foundations can still be seen in the Stall Dining
Room off the kitchen.,

In 1896, the Roxmont Poultry operations ceased
and the barn was converled into an Inn for the growing
tourist business. Broad verandas were buill on three
sides ol the building and a broad stairway was buill
from the weslern veranda,

The tourisl business sullered during the first Warld
War. As a resull, in 1919 the land and buildings were
sold for $30.000 to the Tnternational Sunday Schoal
Association.

At that time there were 236 acres. Because of some
sales in intervening years, thereare now juslunder 200
deres. The central area with all ofits buildings has been
naintained. Some buildings have heen moved and a
few have beenreplaced with more modern slructures to
meet the changing needs of the times.

The basic beauty of the place has been retained and
for thousands of people il has become g place where
they have found it easy Lo communicale with their
Creator and leel re-created in body, mind, and spirit, Tt
is no wonder Lhat one camper was inspired to write the
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following poem which is now loved as a hymn sung to
the tune “"Geneva™

God, who touchest carth with beauty,
Make me lovely too.

With Thy Spirit recreate me,

Malke my heari anew.

Like Thy springs and running waters,
Make me crystal pure.

Like Thy rocks ol towering grandeur
Make me sirong and sure.

Like Thy dancing waves in sunlight,
Make me glad and free.

Like the straightness of the pine tree,
Let me upright be.

Like the arching of the heavens,
Lift my thoughts above.

Turn my dreams to noble actions,
Ministries of love.

God, who touchesl earlth with beauly,
Male me lovely too.

Keep me ever, by Thy Spirit.,

Strong and pure and true.

by Moy S, Edgar
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2. PEOPLE WITH A PURPOSE

The new owners of the properly al Geneva Point
Camp, as they called it, had their own very inleresting
history.

The International Sunday School Associalion (ISSA)
was primarily a grassroots lay movement, Many or-
dained clergy cooperated, but did so0 as individuals, nol
as represenlalives of their congregations. The Associa-
tionbroughl Logelher Sunday School officers and teach-
ers [rom many denominations and erganized them into
local, counly, stale and national units.

I'n many new communities across America, the first
organized religious expression was a Sunday School,
Even before they had a church, concerned parents
would gather the children and youlh to teach them
about the Bible, moral values, and spiritual life. The
IS5A, organized carly in the 1900's, grew as a move
ment to help these teachers.

In the early part of the 20th century, religious
education was becoming a strong and growing move-
ment. Church colleges and seminaries were emphasiz-
ing the education of children and youth. There was a
lively and growing interest in the cilies, as well as, the
growing communities around (herm.

It is also helpful to recall thal (his period before the
First World War was a period ol slrenmous optimism.
The YMCA and YWCA were developing their youth
programs, including many fine camps. The Boy Scouts
of America were organized in 1910.

The 135A had two major emphases: The first was
Adult Work to help the leachers and officers of the
Sunday Schools with their methods and materials and
also to provide inspiration and support in their efforis.

The gsecond emphasis was the work with youth,
With the dream of discovering lhousands of young men
and women who would develop Lheir fullest potential —
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mental, social, physical, spiritual — they would provide
a great poel for the fulure leadership of the churches
and their educalional programs. This was the dream of
the ISSA as il developed its “FFour-Fold Life Program”
under the direclion of John L. Alexander, the Nalional
Superintendent of Youlh Work for the Associalion.

In 1914, the first summer youth camps, one for girls
the other for boys, were launched at the Conlerence
Foint Camp on Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, Drawing on
the great network of state and provineial associalions,
the camps grew rapidly. Within five years the popular-
ity of these camps was such that there was a great
demand for addilional camps. The strong Sunday
School Movemenl in the northeast pushed ils claim for
a camp in its region. That is why the New Hampshire
property was purchased in 1919,

A third camp, Geneva Glen, was founded in Colo-
radoin 1921 to meel the needs of thewestern part of Lhe
country.

Changes Ahead

We will wrile more in detail about the programs that
were developed to move toward the dreams of the 1SSA
in the nexl chapter. Let us, for the momenl, continue to
(race the lineage of the succession of owners and
operators of Geneva Point Camp hecausc it is a fasci-
nating example of how Lthe denominations work (o-
gether to express their unily in Christ’s Mission.

While the I5SA had been growing, the various de-
nominations werc also becoming interested in strength-
ening their educational programs. Most of the national
denominations had ereated some kind of department or
board Lo promote Christian Educalion.

Inevitably these boards began (o publish courses
and materials and to hold meelings Lo establish their
dislinctive denominational emphases. Aware that the
educational experiences were parl of Lhe total life of the
church, they called their classes “Church Schoaols.”
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Same denorminations developed heir own camp sites.

Tt was not long before these denominational educa-
tional leaders fell the need to get Logelher to help each
other with (heir mutual concerns, They banded to-
gether to form the Council of Church Beards of Educa-
tion (CCEE].

Likewise, it soon became evident that there were
greal similarities between (he work of the CCBE and
the ISSA. Some folks thought they were waslelul dupli-
calion. Others thoughl they were competilive. What-
ever it was, the situalion caused great concern and
conversations were bepun that led to the merger of the
lwo groups.

The International Council of
Religious Education

In 1922, the ISSA and (he CCBE merged to become
The Inlernational Council ol Religions Eduecation, ollernn
referred to as the ICRE. While their goals as separale
organizations had been similar, their forms of organi-
zalion and procedures had been different. These diller-
enices were to lead to some Lensions and upheaval along
wilh Lhe gains of ihe merger.

One of the assets the ISSA brought into the merger
was Lhe Geneva Point Camp, with all of the beauly and
resources we tried to describe in the preceding chapler.
Another assel was the ISSA’s staff for its Youth Depart-
meril,

John L. Alexander had developed a stafl to help will
the camps at the three sites. R.A, Waite joined him in
1918 and Preston Orwig in 1920, These three men had
direcled the 1SSA camps during the summers and
worked with the state and county youth groups during
the resl of the year. They became well lknown Lo
hundreds of youth across the country. They continued
ta direct the camps for the ICRE during the 1922, 1923,
and 1924 seasons.
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John Alexander had also developed considerable
[inancial support for the camps from several business-
men, notably [rom Mr. William H. Danforth. As laymen
and businessmen, all four of these men had developed
a slyle of working with youth thal had a dircelness and
freedom about il Lhat did nol have to depend on
comimillee decisions nor wait for months of study
before launching a project.

Wilh the coming ol the ICRE, all programs had Lo be
approved by commitlees that represented all of the par-
licipaling denominations. To Mr. Danforlh, this scemed
o be a cumberseme arrangement; so, in 1924 he cre-
ated the Danforth Foundation with Mr, Alexander as its
Director and Messrs, Waite and Orwig as its Youlh
Staff.

For the summer of 1924, the ICRE made a special
arrangemen| with the Danforth Foundalion for these
men to dircel the Geneva Camps. In 1926, the Danforth
Foundation, which later became the American Youth
Foundation, began to operate lwo camps al new sites,
one in New Hampshire and the other in Michigan.

Another asset of the lormer 1SSA was Lhat it in-
cluded several of the Canadian denominalions. When
lhe new ICRE needed a new youth staft il invited Dr.
Percy R. Hayward, who was Doys Work Secretary for
six years before becoming General Secrelary of the
Religious Education Council of Canada,

From 1922 to 1950, the International Council of
Religious Education held (tille to the property, and
managed il through a Geneva Point Administrative
Commitlee, which it clecled. This commillee hired the
Camp Manager and authorized the budgel and stalfl to
care lor the property, stall lhe operations, and work
with the various departments of the ICRE for (he events
that were scheduled on the site.

As the camp grew, improvements were made,
Campers and stall stayed in the Inm and some of the
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cottages that were on lhe [arm properly, There were
also Llenls with wood [loors, Electricily did nol reach the
Inn until 1926, and then only (o the kichen, dining
rooms and meeling rooms, Kerosene lamps were used
in all of the sleeping rooms.

Dntil 1830, the largest meeling place was Lhe old
chicken house of the Roxmont Poullry Farm which
could accommodate only about one hundred and Glly
persons on a level floor,

Dr. Erwin Shaver remembered it well, Tn his tribuate
to "Winni”™ in 1947 he wrote:

“The first chapel services were held in
the Chicken Coop— acongdlomerate siruc-
fure with rain-stained and whitewashed
walls; the floors were part board, part dirt
and the original exits for the poullry still
preserved! I one wanted Lo supporl Lhe
argument that the spiril ol reverent wor-
ship can lac had undcer the mosi ugly and
incongruous surroundings, here was ir-
refutable evidence!”

Obwviously, 4 more adequate auditorium was needed
for worship and educational purposes. The new Chapel
was dedicaled on August 5th, 1930. It was a while, two
slory structure with four white columns across the
porch in [ronl. There was a stage and auditorium, plus
six classrooms. Laler the two classrooms on the second
[loor were opened lo permit a balcony into the main
audilorium and two on the first floor were opened to
enlarge Lhe auditorium. As the result of recent anony-
mous donalions, one of the remaining classrooms on
the lirsl [loor has been converled inlo a meditation
room lor individuals and small groups.

Al the rear of the slage (here are lhree windows, a
lall one in Lhe cenler wilh two shorter ones on each
side. They are all clear glass, so when the drapes are
drawn aside, the worshipper can look on (he grove of
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pine trees with the sun shining (hrough the branches.
Geneath the windows is a wood carved quotation laken
[rom the old Danish hymn beloved by MAany campers:

That cause can neither be lost nor stayed
Which takes the course of what God has made ..

During the years Lhat the camps and the I1ORE had
been growing, there was also a greal expansion in the
wider ecumenical movement. Tn the 1940's there were
al least thirtecn Protestant organizations which had
developed some unity in the cooperative work ol (he
denominations in various specific felds. There were (he
Prolestant Radio and Film Commission, Stewardship
Council, Missionary Education Movemen!, Uniled
Church Women, Federal Council of Churches, Coun-
cils on Home Missions and Foreign Missions and
several other organizations in addilion to the Tnterna-
onal Couneil of Religious Eduecalion.

Each of these organizations had ils special focus in
the work of the Church, but they all felt the urge Lo
demonstrate more fully their unily in the Cause ol
Christ and to cooperate more elliciently in carrying out
that endeavor,
~ Alter some years of consultation and planning, in
1950 these organizatlions merged Lo form The National
Council of the Churches of Christ in (he United States
of America (NCCC).

The National Council of Churches

The ICRE became the Division of Christian Educa-
ton of the new council and brought with it the property *
al Lalke Winnipesaukee. The Division Unit Commillee,
comprised of representatives ol all lhe denominalions
cooperating in the Divislon, elecled the Geneva TPoinl
Comimittee, which, in lurn, administered the camp orn
behall of the Division. The women and men elected Lo
the GPC Committee generally included both memhers
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ofthe denominalions and the state councils ol ehurehes,
g0 there was a close working relationship with the
ccumenical agencies in the northeast.

The Geneva Poinl Committee reporied to the Rev.
Dr, Gerald E. Knoll, executive of the Division. As
Associate General Secrelary for Education, Dr. Knoff
reported dircetly Lo the General Secretary for the NCCO.
During his six year lenure on the staff of the ICRE
before the formation of the NCCC, he was familiar with
Geneva Point Camp and conlinued to give it his strong
support throughoul his (wenty-two year NCCC ad-
ministration and on inle his relirement vears.

The financial officer for (he new Division was Mr.
Howard Woodland, a dedicaled layman, who took a
special interest in the Camp and helped immeasurably
in setting up the early [inancial procedures and in
raising support for Lhe Camp.

Throughout the succession of sponsoring organiza-
tions — ISSA, ICRE and NCCC — the purposes of those
who gave their strenglh and resources to the dream
remained the same: having been led to the place, they
fell called to usc the beauly ofils setting and the space
of its facilities for the building of persons in the
Christian Faith to serve the world,

Among the advantages of the merger forming the
NCCC, was the closer working relationships with the
ather divisions and unils of lhe Council. For instance,
the Missionary Education Movement, which published
under the name of “Friendship Press,” had two study
themes each year; onc on a Home Missions project, the
other on a Foreign Missions projecl or issue. Ofien
lhese themes are used as the basis [or the summer
programs at Geneva Point,

Nearly every summer there is a leader or family “in
residence” from one of the arcas ol sludy for the coming
year. To secure leadership from Ethiopia or Papua New
Guinea or mainland China was no easy task but it
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certainly was faeilitated by Lhe close working relation-
ship with the Division ol Overseas Ministries,

Geneva Point also became a resource lor many ol
the other units of the NCCC as a center for conlerences
and a leadership training laboratory. This kept the
Camp abreast of many new ideas in Christian thought
and programming. For inslance, the Commillee on
Ouldoor Education of (he NCCC used the property in
the development of GPC's camping area and laler, with
the cooperation of the Comrmnittee on Family Ministries,
conducled several training programs for leaders of
family camps from all over Lhe country,

In recognition of this increased role, and Lo more
accuralely identify its lunclion, the name was officially
changed to Geneva Poinl Center in 1968,

The Geneva Point Center

Une of the resulls of this additional function [*addi-
tional” because Lhe Center was conlinuing to work with
youth) was the need for more adull housing. In 1968
lhie Lake View Lodge was built providing ten double
bedrooms, each wilth private bath, plus a common
rootwith kitchenette for the oceupants of thal building.
Dr. Knoll'was succeeded by Dr. Emily V. Gibbes serving

as Assoclate General Secrelary from 1972 until 1980,

Her eighl year term was marked by the complete
rebuilding of Cottage F, considerable renovalions in
the Inn and Chapel Line Cabins, as well as, olher im-
provements Lo the facilities. Dr, Gibbes was also instru-
mental in Lthe design and inauguralion of a number of
new and oulslanding programs al the Center.
During her administration she was strong in her
support of the Center, and continues (o have a great
interest in it. Since her retirement rom the NCCC, she
has served scveral lerms on the GPC Committee in-
cluding a period as Chair of the Program Commitiee.
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During her visits to the Center she often velunteers to
serve ice eream in the store!

Dr. Gibbes’ successor was the Rev, David Ng. He
served the Division as Associate General Scerctary
from 1980 to 1985. Dr. Ng provided strong encourage-
ment to the GPC Commitiee and the staff to pursuc the
mission of the Center during a time when the Division
as a whole was struggling with defining its role and
mission [or the future,

In 1981 a new building was completed including len
additional double bedrooms with private bath, a kitch-
enette, and two large rooms suitable for mectings or
informal gatherings. The new facility was named in
henor of Dr. Emily V. Gibbes, after her retirement.

With the changing of the times and the somelimes
violent social upheavals of the 1960's, 1970's and
1980's, all institutions have had to reconsider (heir
roles and hanetions, as well as their resources. Cer-
tainly all religious institutions have felt the pressure,

While Geneva Point has basically paid ils way, il
has, from time to time, borrowed funds from the NCCC
for major improvements such as the building ol lhe
Gibbes llouse and the installation of a new sanitary
system. The Center in each instance has met the
obligalions agreed to with the Division.

Over (he years there have been certain issues that
have crealed problems. While there were many advan-
tages Lo being owned by the national organization, it
mecant the Direclor, (o fill his obligations as a member
of the National stall, had lo make several trips each
year to New York Cily. Addilionally, policies and proce-
dures were imposcd that al limes were nol consistent
with general practices at camps and conlerence centers
and in New Hampshire. Also, all the finances were re-
quired to be handled through the New York olfice,
which incurred a service charge from the headguarters’
office.
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In the New York offices there were also financial
pressures. Many of the programs in the Division of
Education and Ministry were in need ol [unds. Tt was
tempting for some persons lo Lhink of the money that
could be gained by selling the properly on the shore of ’
Lake Winnipesaukee, In addition there were those who
questioned the ralionale ol a nationwide organization
being the *landlord” for a properly and program that
was essentially a “regional” operalion,

As these queslions began lo surlace repeatedly,
there gradually developed a proposal for action. The
National Council would divesl ilsell of the property but,
instead of selling il on the open market, it would turn
the property over lo lhe Geneva Point Committee,
which would incorporale ilsell as a nonprofit organiza-
tlon to carry lorward the purposes of Christian eduea-
Hon and leadership development.

This plan would relicve the National Council of the
responsibility for continuing maintenance of the prop-
erly and administration of the program. At the same
time, it would also insure that the purposes of the
founders and all thase who contributed to the Center
throughout the years would be carried forward.

The proposal to transfer the Cenler Lo a separate
nonprofit corporation was endorsed by (he Unil Com-
mittee of the Division of Educalion and Ministry in
1984, The following year David Ng returned to his
former denominalional pursuits and the Rev, Dr. Arthur
0. Van Eck was elecled Associate General Secretary.
Dr. Van Eck has worked diligently in arranging the
transfler ol the property.

All inn all, the succession of Divisional Execulives
has been a disltinguished group. They have given great
effort and lime in representing the Center in the highest
levels of Lhe Nalional Couneil of Churches.
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3. PARTNERS IN PROGRAM

The previous chapter has given a briel review of the
succeasion of organizalions which have owned and op-
crated Geneva Poind, bollh as a camp and later a
conference center. The foregoing has (ried lo indicate
the basic vision that motivaled Lhe Cenler's work and
its growing involvement in the life of the denominga-
tions. The lollowing pages will look more clogely al the
partners whe have helped to make the dreams a reality.

Throughout the early years, the six week seasons
were directly sponsored by the ovners and consisted of
lhree sessions: the Adult Leadership Training Schoaol,
lhe Older Girls Conference and the Qlder Bays Confer-
ence, each with a two week duration. The Bays Camp
lraditionally closed on the Lahor Day weekend.

Adult Leadership Training

The Adult Schools were pioneering events in whal is
now called “Adult Education.” They brought logelher
men and women who were dedicated Lo a greal purpose
and gave them new insights and skills along with
inspiration for the task, In a beautiful selling, with a
warm fellowship, inspiring teachers and a worshipful
dalmosphere, it was a perfect sctting to achieve (heir
goals.

Teachers of children, intermediates, youlh and
adults were given courses appropriate to the age Lhey
were teaching. Sunday Sehool officers —superinlen-
dents, treasurers, secretaries, pianists and other
musicians — were helped to do their jobs better and Lo
undersiand the eduecational significance of their posi-
tion.

The teachers of these schools were of Lhe highest
quality. Men like Roland Bainton, of Yale; O, W, Warm-
ingham, of Boston; and H. Shelton Smith, of Duke and
women such as Georgia Harkness, of Garrett Biblical
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Instilule were among (hose offering courses. Out-
slanding pastors taught courses in Bible, worship and
spirilual growth. Lay leaders from the felds of psychol-
ogy, educafion, music and the arls were also lcaders
and teachers, There was a Demonstration School for
the children who came with families.

These were eager, hard-working [olks, Lvery morn-
ing began with a morning devolional service, Thern,
following breakfast, here were four 50 minute class pe-
riods from 8:00 AM until noon. Allernoons were for
recredalion and swimming, but there were also special
interesl groups available on an informal basis.

It is interesting Lo note that every course was
humbered in aceordance with the program which had
been developed by the ICRE. Each numbered course
had an oulline of the material to be covered by that
course so thalany place in the United States or Canada
could offer it if lhe leacher's plan covered the malerial
adequately. The Leacher’s plan had Lo be submitted (o
the national office in Chicago in advance.

After studenls compleied a cerlain number of
courses, properly distributed over the varfous groups
ol subjects, they were awarded Certilicales of Leader-
ship whether the courses were talken during the sum-
mer or in their home community during the winter.
This was all part of the great plan to upgrade the
teaching in churches all across the continent by certi-
[ving teachers under one overall plan in which all the
member churches were cooperating. Tt was g great plan
and funclioned quite well for more than (hirly years
from (he thirties until il suceumbed Lo the social
turmoil of the sixties.

Youth Work

The Youllh Camps were designated "Older Boys”
and "Older Girls” {o distinguish lhem from the many
children’s camps that were developing around the
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country. The age range was [rom [ifleen to twenty fve,
In a sense, the three Geneva Camps sponsored by the
I55A were 1o be "graduale schools” for youth who had
been through the camps (hal had been developed by
the YMCA, the YWCA and some denominations or other
vouth serving agencics such as the Doy Scouts,

All campers were assigned Lo cabin groups with an
adult counselor, A clusler of cabins would be given an
[ndian tribal name and [orm the basis for participation
in sports and other activilies.

Momings were filled with classes some of which
were [rom the basic sections ol (he International Lead-
ership Training Series uscd wilh (he adults. Other
lopics would deal with issues related to voeational
careers and other immediate queslions facing youth,

Une meaningful leature of the camp experience was
the plan ol growth. Every camper was expected to select
an adull member of the faculty or stall lo develop an
appraisal of his or her personal strengths and weak-
nesses in relation lo the Four-Fold Lifc (Spiritual,
Menial, Physical and Social). After completling Lhe
appraisal they would lhen develop a plan for growih
and improvement for the coming vear.

When the camper relurned the following year he or
she would go over lhe plan with the counsclor and
evaluate the progress made during the past year before
making a new plan for the next year. This kind of
planned development, with the help of an understand-
ing adult and supported by an almosphere of a total
group, made a lasting impression during those forma-
live years.

Changes Come

We have mentioned carlier that the original vouth
cainps sponsored by the ISSA made much use of itdian
lore. Groups lived in tribes. Some of the adull leaders
were given Indian names. Evening campfires were



a0 Geneva Polnt Center

called "pow wows." The tribes compeled against cach
other in sporis and there were individual competitions
Invarious aclivilies. In any two week session there were
As many as lwenty or more individual or group prizes.

When Mr, Alexander and his lwo associates lell (he
staff in 1924 some of the church educators had been
questioning whether the level of competition might be
reduced,

With the coming of Dr. Hayward the opportunily
seemed ripe for a fresh look at the program for youlh.
Let us pick up the story as it is told by John B. Ketcham
in his booklel “Twenty-Filth Anniversary Christian
Youth Camps, 1914-1939.”

“In 1927, after consulting rmany young
people and adult leaders, a cornmittee of
the ICRE representing most of the Chris-
tian youth agencies of North America sug-
gested that youth worlc and group work be
built around the idea of life as a quest,
Indian lore, which had been widely used
in the camps of the past, again supplied
the equivalents in the language of certain
group ideals. Each youth now became an
“Akila, "one who is on a search or a quest,
and was amember of a group of searchers
called a “Wicota. " Each Wicota focused on
a certain fype of quesi:

Iye Search for inner hesi self

Kuola for friendships

Teca _for nen discoveries

Onspe for greater heights

Wowichika for unattained truth
Wakantanka for new experiences 1with
God

Gahistild for Peace fodded 1936)."

See Appendix ©
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The camps were only part of the youth program of
lhe ICRE. Throughout the year the slall also worked
willi Lhe denominational youth stalls as well as with the
youlh programs of the state and regional councils. It
really was an interlocking network of inlerdenomina-
tional cooperation at the state and provincial level
covering mwost of the North American continent,

The lhree Geneva Camps with their vilal youth
leadership lraining programs, played a major role in
the developmenls that followed. Continuing with Jack
Ketcham's story:

"The ideal of the quest influenced the
entire camp life, from worship to the total
camp curriculum, and was widely used by
young peoples’ conferences across the
country. The Christian Quest ideal becarne
the center around which leaders of young
people sought to build a curriculum for
youth on the basts of their life experiences
and actucal needs.

‘Roy A. Bwikhart, who had been a
leader in the camnps, was called in 1927
Jrom the Youth Department of the United
Brethemn denomination to become the
Associate Director of Youth Work for the
ICRE, Working closely with Dr. Hayivard,
“Burkie” devoled much of his fime to the
direction of the camps, seruing for several
years as Director of Camps and Leader
ship Schools of the Council. Unti 1935,
wxhen he turned (o the pastorate, Burlie's
influence on the camps and conferences
was widespread and warmly appreciated, ”

The nature of Lhe program was changed somewhat
in 1936 when Geneva Point Camp hecame the castern
region planning cenler for the United Christian Youth
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Mowvemenland also became co-educational, The United
Chrislian Youth Movemenl (UCYM) was organized in
1934 al the Christian Youlh Council of North America
meeling at the Lake Geneva Camp in Wisconsin. This
meeting brought together representatives of all the de-
nominational youth groups and the state councils of
youth: plus other youth serving agencies such as: the
National Christian Endeavor Union, the YMCA and
YWCA and Lhe Student Chrislian Movement.,

The times were influenced by the growing surge of
cooperation among all churches, so the UCYM grew
rapidly and by 1936 il was able lo sponsor the [irsl
United Christian Youth Conference for North America.
Three thousand delegates gathered at Lakeside, Ohio,
Geneva Point continued to help Christian youth Lo
quest for life's meaning but added lhe dimension of
regional planning lor the UCYM,

Dr. Ilayward served Lhe Youth Deparlment of the
ICRE [or fourteen ycars, [rom 1924 to 1938, For elght
years, from 1927 to 1935, Roy Burkharl was his
Associate, giving a major portion of his lime to the
camps and confercnces,

In 1937, lvan Gould came to the stall to take
responsiblility for the camps and conferences. In 1938,
Mr. Gould became Direclor of the total Youth Depart-
ment when Dr. Hayward became the Edilor of the
Inlernational Journal of Religious Educalion.

World War II began in Europe in September, 1939,
even as some of the U.S. delegates were on the high
seas, returning from the first World Conference of
Christian Youth which had brought three (housand
youth from all over lhe world to Amsterdam, Holland.
The war changed many Lthings. Even though the United
Slates did not enler the war until 1941, organizational
life and time priorilies were shifting. When we did ge
involved directly, in 1941, all of the country’s resources
were thrown inlo Lhe war effort.
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Ivan Gould had been in consultation with the
Commission on the Chaplaincy about the needs of
service men under wartime conditions. The Interna-
tional Council had loaned his service to the Commis-
sion during the planning period. However, when Lhey
were ready Lo launch the program, (he Commission
invited Ivan to e the Dircetor of the Christian Service-
men's League. This was a call that he could notl refluse,
ao Mr. Gould resigned his post with the ICEE to serve
his country and the youth who were caught up in the
great struggle.

Mr. Isaaec Beckes was appointed to the Youth De-
partment as the new Mrector until the UCYM dissolved
itsell when all the disruptions of the 1960's made it
impossible to maintain itselll

The dissolulion of the UCYM did nol mean the end
of GPC’s ministries with youth. A group of six churches
in the Soulh Shore area near Boslon broughtl lheir
combined youlh groups every sununer for lwenly six
years. The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of New Eng-
land indilialed ils youlh camping program al Geneva
Poinl Cenler in 1976,

Special Iealth Camps

During recent years a number of weelss have been
devoted to camping for youth with specialized needs
such as:

Siclkle Cell Anemia — Developed in connection with
the Harlem [lospital in New York City.

Juvenile Diabetes — Developed in conjunction with
the New Ilampshire Diabeles Association.

Menlal Retardalion — Developed firsl wilh the help
of the New Hampshire Associalion lor Relarded Cili-
zens, this camp for mentally handicapped incorpo-
rated itself as an independent venture in 1975, wilh Lhe
name “Camp Friendship,” under lhe direclion of Nor-
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man H. Oshorne, RN,

Inviling boys and girls [or a two weel experience in
the oul of doors, Camp Friendship used the facilities of
the deep woods camping area. It grew until it reserved
thaose [acilities [or eight weeks during the summer
season. Another program for mentally handicapped
adulis who had been Institulionalized, called “Profect
Experiences,” was initiated in 1978 under the leader-
ship of Dr, William J, Egan, Jr. It was his idea (o glve
these men and wormen a break from their institulional
setling to give them Lhe opporlunity to explore new ex-
periences in a beautiful and protected setting,

Subsequent to the loss of his daughter from cancer
In 1985, Dr. Egan iniliated a second program called
“Camp Carole” for children wilh cancer. The Programis
designed to give these children an experience in Lhe out
of doors and the freedom to develop their responses to
lhe new experiences. Their weeks at camp also gives
their families a respite [rom lhe ecomstant attention
some of them require, because of the nature of heir
illness,

Family Ministries

From the very beginning, families have been part of
the programs at Geneva Point. They starled coming
with the Adull Leadership Training Schools of the ISSA,
during which Lhe children and youth were involved in
the demonstration school. In the You th Camps there
were always some courses related Lo the preparation of
campers for Christian marriage and family life.

As the accommodations al he cAMps were in-
treased there were some weeks when not all of Lhe
spaces were occupied by the organized groups sched-
uled for the period. In a letter Harry Blaisdell, of Palm
Harbor, Florida, (formerly of North Attleboro, Massa-
chiusetts) tells of his wile, Evelyn’s, family’s early asso-
cialions with GPC. He writes:
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“As far as we know, Evelyn and her
family were the absolute first prorely guests
that ever were taken in al GPC She was
but 11 years old in 1929, but she remer-
hers that her family had been staying at
Brown's Long Island Inn, which today is
still standing as the last building on the
lefi hefore you enter the gates of the old
(Greene estate.

"Before leaving the lake after a sum-
mer vacation ai Brown's, Evelyn's father
drove into the grounds of GPC on a whim
to see if they took guests there.

"Mr. Abhatt greeted him and thought a
moment upon being ashked this guestion
andreplied that they had never had guests
in before “hut maybe we can work some-
thing oul.” As a resulf, Evelyn, her broth-
ers and sisters, ond Mom and Dad all
stayed o fewn more days that summerat a
dollar a day per person.

"This is the siory Evelyn heard her
Dad repeat to others over and over, so as-
suming it is correct, they were indeed
GPC's first guests."”

Sinee that time familics have been coming (o Lhe
Center on their own. While not part ol an organized
group program, they do participale in many ol Lhe
educational aectivities of the Center such as nalure
walles, vesper services, arts and cralls, special moving
pictures, visiting speakers, and concerls.

Certain groups of lamilies will agree on a week that
has available space and make reservalions lo spend
the week together. Perhaps the mosl inleresling evi-
dence of that ministry is what is now known as Scandia
Week. Some fifty years ago, the Lutheran Churches of
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New England Sponsored their youth camp at Gene
Point. Il became 50 popular that the Lutherang g
quired their own camp at Lake Ossipee. For a variety
reasons, as lthey grew older and acquired childres
marny of (he [ollcs kept coming {o Winni [rom variou
cominunities all over New England, they woulg Eatli
for a certain weelk each season.

While Participaling in the ¢ enter's guest program
they also developed many tradilions of theyr OWIn.
Course there is the annual Smaorgashord Dinner. Als;
the after dinner hymn sings accompanied by Fli
Guslafson at (he Piano. There is mmueh Tocularity in th
dining room, particularly between the Swedish ang the
Norwegian descenden ts.

But, with all their hun making, lhercisa Serious side
alse, Being together every summer for lifty years made
them a “support groun” before such g fellowship dol
that label, When the Gibbes Houge, the newest major
accommodation was being built in 1981, this group
undertook io Provide (he lurnishings for the main
lounge, which Was named the Seandia Room in recoy-
nition of their support.

From {ime to Ume, other cfforts were made (g
minister to families, In 1981 and 1982, 4 4 pecial week's
Program was offered (g families with children wilh
disabilities. [We learned a great deal and haq several
MOVINg experiences, )

had a sen bwenty years old, contined 1o a wheel chair
because of cerebra] palsy, and she went oniosay, “This

Invited us to come 011 a vacation as a family.” Thig
family came for two successive years. The second yeur,

the son was “adopted” by the Project Experiences
tAmpers and at the end of the weels they gave himn their
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"Best Dancer” award because one of thelr nurse-
counselors had joined him (wheel chair and all] in a
dance al one ol Lheir parties.

The minislry with families having disabled children
has been absorbed inlo (the mainstream of the Center's
work with lamilies, Mosl of the program buildings have
been made aceessible. Gibbes House was built with a
fully equipped room and balh for paraplegics. Special
dicts are provided by lhe food service and special
medications can be administered by the staff of the
Health Center.

One of the newer developmenls of the last decade in
the Center's ministries wilh families developed in an
interestling way. Dr. Roberl LaCamera, a pediatrician
[rom New Haven, Connecticut, was active for some
years in the Northern New England School of Religions
Educalion (which continues the tradition of the origi-
nal Adull Leadership Training Camps). Because he was
very interested in the Cenler, he was elected by the
NCCC's Division of Chrislian Education to the Geneva
Point Center Comunillee,

When Commillee was considering possibilities for
new programs, Dr. La Camera unburdened his heart
about his eoncern for many of his patienls and their
parents, especially those parenls who were trying to
raise their children alone. Could the Comumillee offer a
week for one parent families?

The venture was approved for the 1978 seasor.
Carelul plans were made for a balanced program that
would give parenls a relaxing time with their young-
slers and also have some opportunities to explore with
lrained leadership and each other some of their expe-
riences wilh “"solo” parenting. Professional resource
persons were made available and the program was
launched, Wilhin (hree years the One Parent Family
week had grown Lo over one hundred persons and the
cvent is now an eslablished program each summer.
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More recently (he Cenler has added a Marriage En-
richment Weekend brogram fo help couples make good
marriages even better, Leadership for (hese weekends
has been provided by the Rev, and Mrs. Arthur Van
Eck. They are certified leaders of the Association of
Couples in Marriage Enrichment,

One of the ways one can tell how much Winni has
become a part of peoples lives is the number of former
campers and stalf who return Lo the shores ol Winnipe-
sauleee for their weddings, anniversaries, and farmily
reunions, Recently a four generation family reunion
was held at the Center, all lour generations having
included GPC CAINpers,

Ecological Coneerns

The two hundred acres thal comprise the properly
are more Lhan a (reasured jewel in 4 beautitul setting
to simply be admired and enjoyed. They are also an
ecological laboratory in which one can discover the life
giving processes of God's Creation. As slewards who
held this Property in (rust, the administralion has tried
to open the eyes and ears and the minds and hear(s of
all who come (o this place to the lessons Nature would
leach us. This has been a consislent and persistent
part ol all the Center programs throughout the years,

Harry Widman, the Present Director, personally
leads one or more “Nature Walks” every week to intro-
duce the features of the Property and the interaclipns
of Nature's processes. The weekly program for guests
usually includes an cvening program or film dealing
with the ecology of the Lakes Region. Over he years,
the guests who return each season immediately in-
quire, "How are the loons doing?" The lvons had heen
one of the great features of the environment, but with
the inerease of vacationers and lthe building around the
Lake, plus the development of power boaling, the
Common Loen has become g threatened species, The
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New llampshire Audubon Socicty developed a Loon
FPreservation Project which Iias won nalional allention.
They have developed a census count ol loons each year,
spotted and protected the nesting places, created float-
ing nesting sites to thwart predators, and provided help
in emergencies such as high or low waler, Il is a [asci-
nating tale, and each chick that survives is greeled with
rejoicing, In recenl years (he number of chicks has
been growing in response (o all the efforts.

One of the "Loon Rangers” who patrolled the Lake
all summer would remind us (hal in earlier times, coal
miners used to carry canaries wilh Lhem down in the
mines, because the birds had a high sensilivily to
polsonous gases and would give lhe men warming.
Then she went on to say, “The loons are our birds.
When they can no longer survive, we can be sure we are
on our way out alse.”

Hosted Program

Many of lhe programs described thus far have been
those sponsored by the GPC adminisiration and staft.
It was mentioned earlier that various denominational
and kindred groups began to use the property during
the open weeks in the summer schedule.

It is inleresling lo note that the summer program
now extends more han six months from mid-April
until late October. This means that various denomina-
tions, and other religious organizations have been ahle
to have their meectings al Winni wilh the Center provid-
ing food, lodging and program services.

In 1929 the Disciples Churches in New England
had their New England Regional Meelingon the grounds.
Later a Youth Camp was arranged Lo coincide with the
adult meeting, making it atiraclive [or enlire families to
come at the same time.

The official denominational meeling was shifted to
another time space, but a considerable group of Dis.
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ciples who had come (o lave Winni continues to come
togeihier for a4 week each season and conlinue a pro-
gram ol Bible study, worship and discussion of conlem-
poraryissues. Ms Allha Brigham, of Worcester, Massa-
chuselts, who was 1 member of lthe sccond class ta
graduate, in 1930, continues to atlend cvery summer.,

ILis interesting (o note that in 1989, while Geneva
Poinl is celebrating its seventielh anniversary, the
Disciples groupwill be celebrating the sixtieth anniver-
saty of sharing in |he minisirics of the place we eall
"Wirirf”,

The Ministers in the Boston Area of the Methodist
Church began their Annual Pastors’ Assembly early in
September, 1930 and have continued almost EVery
year since.

The Luther League began its program al Winmng in
1931 and a Lutheran Bible Conference continues to be
hield at the Center each yvear.

After the National Couneil of Churches stopped ad-
ministering Adull Leadership Training Sehools there
was a conlinuing demand for such training. A group
thal had been meeling al the University of New Iamp-
shire called "The Northern New England School of
Religious Education” transferred its operation lo Ge-
heva Point Center and their Program has become one
of the largest of the regular season.

Formany years the Business Manager of the Schoal
was Lester Rowe, who was administrater for 1he non-
denorminational committee responsible for lhe school.
In addition to lraining for Christian Educalion in Lhe
churches, there wag always a sirong ciiphasis on
families, with the children and youlh participating in
demonsiration classes and olher programs,

Another feature of the School is special classes [or
adults by specialists [rom the fields ol seience, econom.
1es, civic affairs, and other [ields.

The eontinuing program of the Northern New Eng-
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land School ol Religious Educalion is an illustralion of
a strong, regionally based, church centered, but lay led
program that holds much promise for the future of Ge-
neva Poinl Cenler.

The New England Region {of lhe Uniled Church of
Christ) Mis=sion Conference has held ils annual meel-
ing at Geneva Point since about 1978, This always
brings many intermational guests for a stimulating
discussion of the world-wide work of that denomina-
tion,

The New England Office of the American Friends
Service Commiitee held its annual AVON fraining and
program conference on the grounds from the late
18950's through the late 197(Fs. Since the AFSC is noted
for being on the growing edge of movements for peace
and racial justice, they brought many interesting per-
sons both in their leadership and in their attendees.

One summer in the late sixties, when racial ten-
sions were al lheir peak, some people in the AVON
group decided to prolest what seemed to them the
gconomic injuslice and racial inequality of the Lake
View Lodge being occupied by all white folks. They
slaged a "silin” and look over Lhe lodge loraboult twenty
[our hours until there were some negolialions and an
undersianding was reached.

There has been only one nalionwide denomina-
lional convention held al the sile. In 1984 (he Sweden-
borgian Church broughl their delegales Lo Winni [rom
all over Lhe counlry. They had a [ine program and
Iellowship. Their convention had lhe dislinclion of
elecling the [irst woman ever (o be the Chief Executive
ol a nalional denominalional slall in this country. In
addilion, three new clergy were ordained during the
meeling,

One [ealure of their program especially involved our
GPC slalll Since the lhree hundred delegates came
[rom all over Lhe United States, including llawail, the
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Planning Committee wanted Lo give them something
with a special New England lavor. They asked if the
staff could pul on an authentic New England Clam
Bake. Alter checking with Win McCormick, Supervisor
of Buildings and Grounds, and Al Jacksone, the Food
Service Manager, il was agreed “We could giveit a lry.”

A fire pit aboul (wenty feet long, ten feet wide, and
three feei decp was dug on the West edge ol the
Common between Lhe Inn and the Chapel. A lire was
buill and tended lor twenty four hours to provide a
suflicient base of coals for the baking. Crates of clams
and lobsters and the seaweed nceded to cover them
werce ordered. Com in their husks were ordered so they
could be roasted along with the clams and lobsters,

Allin all it was a greal experience, especially for he
visitors [rom a distance. They carried away something
of the lavor of New England as well as an experience of
the “can do” spirit of the staff.

The Assemblies of God Fellowships lor Men and [or
Women each had two weekends for many vears, uniil
the Women wanted to combine their two conferences.
Sinece cach of their conferences were large enough to fill
the available accommodations, the women had to scek
a larger facilily. The men liked Geneva Doint so much,
they decided to stay.

Many local eongregalions use the Center for week-
end meelings of a whole varlety of purposes such as
planning boards and committees, spirilual develop-
ment, youlh weekends, choir training, couples chibs,
family enrichment. Often in the spring or {all, youth
groups will spend a service weekend helping the main-
tenance slall prepare the facilities for opening or clos-
ing.

There are two international nondenominational
Christian movements thal have ull week conferences
at Geneva Point every summer:

The Christian Ashram Movement for New England
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has been meeting at the Center every summer since
1461, The Christian Ashram Movement was founded
by E. Stanley Jones, the outstanding missionary to
India. When he returned to the United States he felt the
Christians here could benefit from some of the Indian
slyle of worship and spiritual development. He devel-
uped a program of prayer, Bible study, meditation and
community in a simple type of life with a disciplined use
of time. Ilis methods proved quite helpful as the
Movement spread across this country and then was
carried overseas.

Camp FFarthest Out (CFO) grew out of the experi-
ences of Glenn Clark, a professor at MeCallister Col-
lege, in Minnesota. As a Christian layman, Dr. Clark
felt that many persons were not living up to their
fullest, God-given potential. He was a vigorous man
who had also done some athletic coaching.

Dr. Clark began writing and speaking aboul Lhe
need to push ourselves to the limits of our talents and
abilities, and how we had to train and discipline
ourselves like athletes, even in our spiritual growth and
development. He challenged his listeners to live their
lives to the “farthest out” limits of their ahilitics.

The programs of CF0O camps include the usual Bible
study, worship, recreation and prayer groups. In addi-
Hon, every personis scheduled for an hour of "rhythins”
which is an hour of exercising to music. A second hour
Is spentin doing something “creative.” There are groups
for poetry or prose, painting, music, etching, eralls or
justabout anything else you have ever had a hankering
to do. Groups ean be self-initiated or the work done
solo, just so you are tesiing your creative limits. This
CFO Movement has grown into an international organi-
zalion with groups in more than sixty countries.

A more recent program pariner, extending the
Cenler's ministry to older persons has been the Elder-
hostel Movement. Elderhostel invites persons over
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sixly years ol age to a week of informal college le
courses. The first Elderhostel was held at the Univ
sily of New Hampshire in 1975, Since Lhat time it |
experienced phenomenal growth and now opera
worldwide.

The Elderhostel plan is, to put it quile simply
synthesis of providing simple shelter for travellers, a
an opportunity to learn something aboul an area
inlerest. It meets the needs of many older PErsnng
an opportunity to travel, to meet some new frlends a
lo satisfy their curiosily about life,

The Elderhostel office sets standards, does t
promotion and regislers the applicanls. Geneva Poi
Cenler, as onc of many host institutions provides (
accommodations and staff and arranges courses, teac
ers and some cvening programs. The courses can be
Jusl about any topic under the sun: history, ecolo;
olher contemporary issues, the arts in all forms a
hobbies and crafis. Sometimes a unified theme
selected for the week, all three courses dealing wi
thal week's subjcct. One theme very popular at GI
has been “British Week" with courses on British h
tory, music and humor.

Camp Family

From the very beginning Geneva Point mangage
and directors have placed great emphasis on the qus
ily of the staffs they hire each scason. Most of the st:
hired have been college students,

In the early days most of them were YOLIE WoIn
who served the tables in Lhe dining rooms as well ;
cleaned the cabins. A lesser number were men wt
mainlained the grounds and buildings. Since Lhe ear
fifties the staffhas grown because of additional lasks
housckeeping for more adull accommedations.

Throughoutall the changes, the administration hz
regarded the employees more as a family. They ha
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their own lellowship, worship services, tours, and
aclivilies,

The Camp Family also contributes programs for the
lolal commumnily of guests. They frequently invitcanyone
on carmpus Lo Lheir lalent shows, often put on as “Coflce
House” evenings,

As one mighl expect, those who worl together often
develop lasling [riendships. Several families are now in
their second generation and a few have even had a third
generalion on the GPC staff.

Anolher insighl into the importance of the stafl
experience for Lhe lives of thelr members occurred
when a memaorial service was held for Norman Abbott
in 1984. Mr. Abbolt had started work at the Center in
1922 and was Manager for more than thirty four years
belore his relirement. The memorial service attracted
more han one hundred fifty former members of the
stall, some of lhem [rom the mid-west and west coast.
They had a wonderful lime comparing memaries of
their experiences with Mr. Abbott. Many agreed to
come back the [ollowing year for a weeleend together.

Al the firsl reunion the commitiee arranged a lively
program. Il included a stunt night and the committee
had charge of the Sunday worship service in the chapel,
The attendees broughl many old photographs and
other memorabilia lo share wilh others.

The suceess of this firsl “Roundup,” and the large
attendance of alumni at the Abboll Memorial, was due
in large part to the dedicated effort of Bill Copeland. e
and his wife, Priscilla were both members of “Camp
Family” in the Abbott Years. Bill spent unlold hours
and a considerable amount of personal lunds in a
nationwide hunt for stafl members whose whereabouls
were lolally unknown. Bill and Priscilla have done g
tremendous job contacting college alumni oflices,
cmploymenl records, church rolls and many other
nelworks Lo build a roster of former staff.
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Anyone reading this who knows of anyone that has
ever worked on lhe staff, either paid or volunteer, and
who may not be on the Camp Family Mailing List, is
urged to conlacl the Center Office with information to
be passed on Lo the Copelands.

Thanks (o (he diligence of lhe Copelands, the
Roundup has become an annual weekend event to
which all former staff members are invited. There is an
understanding (hat every fifth year will be a special
program wilh atfractions for those who live at a dis-
tance, The "Call” to the first of the “Grand Reunions,”
planned for July 28-30, 1989, included the following
from Dave Cook;

“Oh howw times have changed, we used
to be the "Camp Family.” Now it is the “Ge-
neva Point Staff. " I'mnot casting aspersions
ont the latter, but as I reflect on the former
arnc my experience in returming tomy “Camp
Family" two of the last four summers, T
realize again not only how important my
oien family is, but how important were some
of the larger “families” ta which I belongerl.
Chief among them was the Camp Family
ihere Clara and Norm Abbott were Ma and
Pa and you all out there my brothers aned
sisters. The bonding we experieniced to a
comman place, a common set of values, a
commaon period of time in our lives aned, of
course, to each other — in different ways
and in varying indensity — was brought
home to me anew with my retumn to “Winn{”
in 8985 and again in 1887.7

So "Winni" remains a living memory for those who
altend Lthese gatherings,
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The Crossroads Gift Shop

One [urlher evidence of how the whole almosphere
ol Lhe Center is designed lo strengthen its mission is
ihe Crossroads Gifl Shop. ILall slarled with the work of
Harry Blaisdell whose leller cited earlier gave us the
story of how his wile's [amily became Lhe firsl guests to
slay al Geneva Poinl,

Aller Lheir marriage Harry and Evelyn came as
guests for the summers of 1948 and 1949. During their
visit Harry was asked by Norman Abbott if he would he
willing to share his skill in silk screening with some of
the guesls il any were interested.

About eighleen to twently people showed up in the
Crall House Lo take the course. Harry taught them to
create thelr own art worle, cut their own [ilms and
mount the films into a hand-operated screen printing
device.

Harry conlinued, “My best pupil, believe it or not, is
one ol our presenl [riends during Scandia Week, Gla-
dya Soderberg, She enjoyed her experience wilh Lhis
new crall, all of which came aboul because of Norman
Abboll's suggeslion lhal [ mighl lry il oul Lo see il il
caught on.”

The Blaisdells missed a few summers while they
were having their family and moving because of their
business. When they returned in 19568, Harry, who had
become a jewelry designer and manufacturer, “brought
along some jewelry including a Lone Pine eircle pin 1
had made up on my own for GPC.”

"Peaple seemed to like these items and word got {o
Mrs. Sewall that the camp would like to try a limited
number of items which the office staff would offer for
sale at the window where the hills were paid and
reservations made, which, of course, is now the window
that lools into the Crossroads Gift Shop.”

When the office was moved to the new Abbott Ad-
ministration Building, the shop went with it and the
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former space was designated a classroom. Since the
jewelry sales were a supplemental aclivity, il wasn'l
even called a gifl shop. Gradually, other guesls began
Lo bring ohjects of their own cralts thal the office could
sell as their conlribution such as lnitware, handmade
Christmas decorations, sille sereen cards, nole paper.
ete.

The collection of items for sale became tou large Lo
be handled at Lhe registration desk so that they were
siored and displayed for sale al special limited times
such as alter dinner before the evening prograrms. After
4 while il scemed wise to store the invenlory in the small
room in the Inn at the lop of the stairs leading from the
Fire Side Dining Room.

Since there was no budgelary provision [or a gill
shop, the display and sales were done on volunteer
time of stafl members. In 1977 Belty Genné, who was
on the staff as a Program Coordinator, was invited Lo
manage the Gift Shop. Harry Blalsdell's jewelry was
slill a major staple and (he handmade Christrias items
were also popular. Betty Genné decided to malke Lhe
Gift Shop an adjunct to the purposcs of lhe Cenlcr.
Aware of the cmphasis on Lhe world wide mission of the
church, she developed a relationship with S.E.RRV.
(Sales Exchange For Refugee Rehabilitation Vocalions)
which is lhe Christian agency for selling the crafl
products of refugees from all over the world and of the
church's effort to rehabilitate them. The products ol
their work in the refugee camps Were made available
thirough the shop.

Soon the Gift Shop was brighlen ed wilh gaily paintec
amimals from India, wood carved items from Alrica
mats from Soulhcast Asia, elc. Creches and othe
Christian symbols from around ihe world also 1€
minded guests of some of our packground and tradi
tions.

The stewardship of God's Creation was emphasize
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in pictures and pamphlets on the loons and other
natural beauties. Many neighbors began to share jams,
jellies, syrup, and olher products native to New Eng-
land.

With the growlh in the volume and variety of the in-
venlory, the shop needed more space. IL was decided to
triove it to the classrooms across the hall, allering them
lo provide more display space, as well as, a sizahle
slorage room. This brought the salesroom back to the
room with the big window overlooking the lobby of the
Inn which had been {he Registration Desk in 1958
when Lhe original sales began on such a small basis.
S0, it scems, the Crossroads Gift Shop has also come
full circle, back to the sile of its beginnings.

The name “Crossroads” was triggered by an inci-
dent in the shop one afternoon in 1983. A Mre, Jansen
was browsing around the shop. While chatting wilh
Betty who had commented about her skirl which had
come from the Philippines, Mr. Jansen came in with a
nole he had found on his car which said, “Since your
car has an Oregon license, you might like to talk with
the lady managing the Gift Shop who is also from
Oregon.”

As Belty and the lwo Jansens were gelling ac-
quainted, he mentioned that his work as an ethnic
musicologist had taken him to Japan and they had
picked up their ear in Oregon on the way home. At this
point, another older woman guest in the shop ad.
dressed Mr. Jansen in Japanese. He answered her in
Japanese and as they conlinued to talk, it came out
thal the Jansens had allended the same church in
Japan (hat the lady's alher had founded years before
and lhal she had spenl her early life there before
coming lo the 1.5, to allend high school.

The incident transpired in no more than lwenty
minules but it was similar Lo so many other meetings
inthe shop that someone made the comment “his shop
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is a crossroads of the world” and someone added “a
crossroads for people, for art, and for ideas.” So the
“Crossroads Gilt Shop” was born! When Betty retired in
1985, her daughter, Nancy Baker, who had been
helping her mother for some years, volunteered (o lake
over for the 1986 and 1987 seasons.

The Crossroads Gift Shop, slill slalled by volun-
leers, continues to serve the Centler with ils message
and its income.



An Historical Appreciation 51

4, THE PRODUCTS

Your scribe did not have the resources of time or
meney to seek out all who have been to Geneva Point,
but some who saw the announcement of this project in
the GENEVA POINT NEWS rcsponded with letters
enclosing snapshols, memorabilia, and recollections.

Probably no one will ever kmow how many lives have
been touched and how deeply each person was shaped
by his or her experiences at Winni, Bul, Lo get some
flavor of the testimonials, let us look al some of the
letters received:

Lir. Olivia Pearl Stokes is the Executive Director of
the Greater Harlem Child Guidance Cenler in New
York. She was the lirsl black woman to be awarded a
doctorate by Columbia University. She has held a
number of positions in the field of Chrislian Education,
including Dircctor for the Massachusells Council of
Churches and the Nalional Council of Churches. She
has also been a consullant to several projects in Africa.
She writes:

“In 1935 I went to 'Witi' as a youth
representing the Youth Division of the Nein
York Federation of Churches. It was there
in the evening trysts that I affirmed my
commitment to work all of my life with
people in and through the church and in
civic and hurnan service organizations; for
me thal was an exceedingly meaningfi:d
decisior.”

"I arn grateful to ‘Winni' for the heauty
af the earth. the water of the lake and the
quiel to commune with God and His
people.”

“'Winni' led me into alife of ecumenical
experiences for inhich I will ever be grate-
Jul."
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Another person who wrote at some length aboul the
impact of “Winni" on his life was Donald F. Campbell,
who retired afler mmany years as pastor of the Presbyle-
rian Church in Slamford, Commeecticut. He wriles:

“There is no question in my mind that
what had the greatest effect on me was
the close fellowship with the leaders of the
conferences. I can't name them in order
but here are «a _feu:”

“Roy Burichart, oneofny closest friends
later on — a myin of outstanding charisma
Leith a unique capacily Lo express concern,
compassion and love,”

“Paul Limbert, {later Executive qf the
World Council of YMCA - ed.] guiel, but a
true scholar.”

“Fritz Biederstedt [a business manf
ivhose influence had as much to do with
my pursuing higher educclion as anyone.
Carolyn, his widow, invited me to share in
his _funeral and the corrmittal ceremaonty,
which was at Wirtni. Iritz was one of the
finest Christians I have ever met.”

“Mrs. Dallas Pollard, ‘Polly,' who was
superh in teaching religious drama. I'lived
with the Pollards in Vermont while study-
ing at UVM."

*Henry Reed Dowen, Harry,' whom I
came to know as well as any of them
because of our Youth Council work in New
Jersey.”

“ eofs Godbraith, ‘Bish.' who becarmne
a long time friend. sincere, progressine
and loyal He perforrned the wedding cere-
mony forus at Lone Pine Point. I have greatl
respect for his wisdonm.
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“Tryst was always helpfid: there I
learned a bit more about myself. Of course
I relished the athletic activities: softball,
swirnrning, hiking with Ernest Rand,
Randy, ' and special track and field events.
I was always encouraged in these events
by Pwrd Dietz, 1who also laught me some-
thing about song leading.”

“In later years I returned as one of the
teaching staff and once as Convocation

speakeer, following Dr. Roland Bainton of

Yale. It was a difficult act to_follows.”

“There have been many experfences in
the lives of all of us which have helped
retermine our destiny, but I can think ofno
other single influence, other than my home,
which so shaped my thinking and the
direction of my life, than those weelks at
Winni, "

53

Don's wite, Charlotte Morris Campbell, adds a
postscript:

“Although my student days at "Winni"
preceded Don's by a few years, our asso-
clation in the New Jersey Youth Council of
Religious Education brought us together
and our mutual love of Geneva Point Camp
was a strong bond. My father, Charles A.
Morris, also becarne a counselor, and I
was gredatly influenced by Percy and Mrs.
Heayeard, Burikie, Polly Pollard, and the
others whom Don has mentioned.”

“Remember lhe lribes ... Wakantanka, Wowichiles,
ele.? Somehow the feeling of belonging and the encour-
agement lor leadership, gave us all 4 sense of impor-
lance and confidence which has been a ‘plus’ all our

lives."
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Not all of our former campers were maolivated to go
into professional religions work. Their quest took them
into many and various vocations.

John Campbell, Don's brother, became a plant pa-
thologist at the Rulgers University New Jersey Agricul-
fural Experimnent Slation, and a leading authority on
potato diseases,

(eorge Abernelhy has recently retired from a dis-
tinguished thirly year career of teaching philosophy at
Davidson College in North Carolina.

Bill Simpson became an executive [or one of the
largest sofl drink manulacturers.

Geneva Poinl shed its blessings, not only upon the
youth, but also upon any adults who toolk the time to
enter into ils Spiril.

[Iollis French was a pastor when he first came to Lhe
Center to allend lhe annual Methaodist Pastors’ Assem-
bly in 1953. He was so moved by the experience thal he
prepared a prinled booklet with pictures of some of Lhe
sites for individual worship to add te his meditation
about the experience, He begins his writing with the
following two paragraphs:

“When Winnipesaulee first castiis spell
over me, I could scarcely spell the name
correctly, though I quickly learmed its mean-
ing: the Indians called it ‘the smile of the
Greal Spirit." I eall it 'New England’s Gali-
lee,' I feel that Galilee must be very much like
Winnipesaukee.”

“Far here is one of the places of earth
made holy by God's meeting with rmarn, <
the burning bush, the stone al Bethel, the
mountain at Sinai, and the shores of Gali-
lee.”

Another person who came to know Winni as an
adult was Mrs. Ivan Gould whose husband joined the
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slaff of the ICRE In 1937 o assist Dr. Hayward with the
camps and in 1938 assumed full responsibility for (he
Youth Department in the ICRE. She wriles:

“Qf course my "Winni' memories are
very precious — from chilly morning dips
to blessed meditutions at evening triyst. In
between move a host of wonderfil people,
most of them not noted or eminent, but all
the more deserving as genuine, warm,
atlractive Christians.”

‘Trecall Ruth Seabury, Dr. Uasa, Emily
Parker, Helen Kim, among the many tinod
leaders. The campers ranged_frorm Robert
Blood, later Governor of New Hampshire
to Richard Thornberg and Wallace Viets
iwho became Methodist District Superin-
tenderus and a host of others who un
doubtedly became pillars of their society
ivherever they might be.”

“Winnt was indeed a special place. It
agonized over the merging of the Boys and
Girls Camps and agonized some more
about becoming the regional conference

Jor the United Christian Youth Movement.

It suffered from the experience of inferra-
cial camping; the waryears split the young
people into the ethical tangle of pactfism
and/or patriotic participation. Al no time
s it dull! Always it was vibrant, chal-
lenging and, above all, heart Larming. A
very special place. ' hope it continues io be
special for fulure generations,”

Dave DeRogatis, a Preshyterian clerggman [rom
Massachuselts tells of a humorous incident among a
group of veterans of the second World War wha wanled
lo return to Winni to get a fresh grip on life:
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‘I particularly remember 19248 when
we had three separate youth programs at
Wirini, a Junior High, a Senior High and a
Youth Conference for those up to age 26. 1
wes dleader in the Youth Conference and
was responsible for a cabin full of re-
turned iwar veterans who wanted to cormne
hacik to Winni after the war — remember-
ing happy tirmes there before going off (o
war. There was no way that these veter-
ans were going to conform to the usual
lights out and go io sleep’ which was
stancard procedure for the other units on
the campus.”

“One night I noted that Hank was not
arnortg those getting ready Lo retire enen
though it was well past curfew. Tagreed to
sit up and tallc with my gang, some aof
whom, I suspected, knew where Harlk
had gone. It was at this point that the
Conference Director, making his rounds,
dropped in and joined us. A momert later,
Hank arrived with a large waterrnelon
and the exclamnation: ‘Ah, Imade it!" think-
ing he had eluded the Director. ‘Oh, no!” he
exclaimed as he took in the scene, The
evening ended happily with all of us en-

joying the feast. including the Director.”

“I still reet ‘older adudts’ from tirne Lo
time who remember *“Winni" with great af-
Sfection.”
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5. THE PROSPECTS

As Geneva Poinl Center celchrates its seventieth
anniversary in 1989, it marks a significant milestone.
Milestones have two purposes: First, to tell us how far
we have come, and secondly, to tell us how far we have
yvet to go.

The negotiations regarding the National Council's
lransler ol the property to the Geneva Point Cenlter, Inc.
have laken over four years, placing a terrific load on Lhe
stafland the volunteers who have had to administer the
program, as well as, spend considerable time on the
allairs relaled to the transfer.

Hopelully, the details can be completed within the
nexl [ew months, so that the celebration of the anniver-
sary can be the inauguration of the new era in the saga
of GPC.

IL iz reassuring to know that the members of the
Board of Directors of the new corporation are the same
persons who have served on the Geneva Foinl Commit-
tee, elected by the National Council of Churches, Those
signing the "Articles of Agreement for Geneva Poinl
. Center, Tne.” on July 7, 1986 were:

Charles C. Kujawa, President ofthe Corp.,
New York City, NY.

Mary Ambler, Vice President,
Newington, CT,

Douglas W. Addison, Secc. of the Board,
Harllord, CT.

Ronald A, Baker, III, Treasurer,
Monlclair, NJ.

Mildred Beach, Scerctary of the Carp.
Wollebora, NH.

Emily Gibbes, Dircctor, New York, NY.

James M. Webh, Director, Hyannis, MA.

Herman E. Worneom, Director Emeritus,
MNew Yorle, NY.
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There have heen more than thirty meetings between
lhis Board and various commitices in the National
Council of Churches lo work out the details of the
transler. And that does not include the marny hours of
regearch and preparation that were necessary fo get
ready [or these various sessions.

These are the dedicaled persons to whom God has
enlrusted the future of Geneva Point Center.

Among the greatesl assets inherited by the new car-
poration are the years of service of the Widmans, with
Harry as Director and Anne as Director of Administra-
tion,

During the Widman's eighleen yvears of service, they
have buill a strong foundation for the [uture of the
Center, Sometimes it is hard to realize thal the annual
budget for the Center i3 now over five hundred thou-
sand dollars. Everyone knows that it takes some real
management skills to administer a half million dellar
enterprise,

Harry, however, has never allowed the financial
concerns Lo become his boltom line. His primary con-
cern is people; not only lhe guests, but also Lthe staff
and the neighbors. He has a pastoral hearl. At the
height of the season when he would be pulling in
eighleen hour days, he has been known to spend three
hours with a young man who seemed to be having
Irouble filling into his job and the staff family. Staff or
guests who had to be hospilalized would lind Harry
taking time oul tovisit them. Harryisa "people person.”
It was typical ol Harry to be the one who would think of
bringing the Senior Citizens from (he Carroll Countly
Home for a day's ouling and luncheon al the Center.

Harry also brings another precious asset: his love
for the out-of-doors and the beauties of nature. His
nature walks help both children and adulls see things
they never saw before as they walk through the woods.
He is a [aithful steward of (he property thal has been
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entrusled lo him and many folks have eaught his
enthusiasm. He is active in prescrving the ecology of
the Lake through lhe Langdon Cove Association and in
the Loon Preservalion Project of the New Hampshire
Audubon Sociely. He keeps his hand in direct contact
wilh (he work by caring for the special plantings
daround our public buildings.

Anolher lalent Harry brings to GPC is his creativity.
He is always Lhinking of new ideas for program, as well
as for lhe properly and management requirements. It
has been under his administration that the old staff
collage was removed and the old Lake View Cabins
were moved Lo the Camping Arca Road and modem-
ized. In their slead, Harry supervised the building of
Gibbes House and the acquisition ol lwo double units
which were placed wesl of (he Visla. All of (hese new
units have private bathrooms.

11e is always on Lhe alerl [or new program ideas and
for new speakers arul leaders Lo enhance the program.,
The recenl addilion of the Marriage Enrichment pro-
gram and Lhe conlerences on the Bible and the Devo-
lional Lile are an indication ol his ability to keep in
louch with innovalive programiming.

Anne Widman, in her own right has become one of
Lhe greal assets of the Center. Over her desk come all
the scheduling of the various groups whieh want to use
the tacilities, both the events which GPC sponsors and
those the Center hosts for other organizations. Ier
knowledge of the facilities, both for accommodalions
and program activities is phenomenal, especially when
there are three or four groups planning lo share lhe
[acilities at the same lime.

In addition to the group programs, there are the
individual and family groups thal come as guesls, Anne
seems to know all Lheir relalionships and preferences:
whose uncle is also somebody’s cousin, and which are
their favorile lodgings, Her capacity for carrying all this
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informalion in her head is mind boggling.

These lasks are but the core of a whole network of
organizalions to which the Cenler maintains relation-
ships. Anne Widman has served on the Board of
Directors of the New Hampshire Camp Directors Asso-
ciation and the New England Seclion of the Ameriean
Camping Association. For the ACA she has chaired the
Kindred Group for Religiously Alfliliated Camps. Most
recenlly she has chaired the lasl two annual confer-
ences of the International Association of Conference
Cenler Administrators in her capacity as First Vice-
Presidenl of that organization.

Anne also works with Harry on ideas for new pro-
gramming, and the interior decoralions for the housing
units, as well as acting as hostess for many of the
visiting leaders. She is, indeed, a woman of many
talents.

As Geneva Poinl Center moves toward its Diamond
Jubilee in 1994, it has some tremendous asscis:

1. The beautiful sile described in the first chapter.

2. Avarlety ofaccommodalions, from simple bunk-

bed cabins, to some quainl guest rooms in the

Inn, to cozy coltages, and lhe completely mod-

ern guest rooms with privale baths in Lake

View Lodge and Cabins and the modern Gibhes

House.

A repulation for good tood.

A variely of sports and recreational aclivities.

Audio-visual equipment and other aids for con-

ferences.

A great reservoir of goodwill among “alumni”

and the "Friends of Winni" who suppert linan-

clally by making annual gifts to Geneva Poinl

Center,

7. The recent development of a more planned re-
cruitment and supervision of volunteer stall —

Ok a1

o
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there have always been good Inlks who would
pitch in to help with some special projects or
emergency.

Draring the last several years, several adults have
volunteered to give a week or ifwo of their time, Some
have offered to help when large enrollments have
sirained the seasonal staff. Others have contributed
special skills sueh as painting the Inn or working on the
water and electrical systeims.

Elderhostels have helped the Center realize that
older persons have many skills and abilitics. Also more
church groups are interested in work projects. With
more and more folks taking early retirement, there
seems to be an increasing pool of resourees that can be
lapped for this kind of help. Many denominations are
carrying annourncements of just such opportunities.
The direclors of Lhe new corporation are making plans
lo develop this resource,

As parl ol lhe lransilion back to an independent
institution, a kil has been prepared o help program
planmers for groups wishing to use the sile. Plans are
underway for a major emphasis on “marketing” among
the New England churches and other nonprofil organi-
zalions who have yet to discover Geneva Poinl Cenler,

There will need to be some linancial assistance Lo
bridge the gap between anticipated income [rom pro-
gram and the costs of operating, maintaining, and
improving the property.

Flans are being worked out to expand the Member-
ship of GPC, Inc. who elect the Board of Directors af the
corporation.

As the Center moves forward to its Diamond Jubilee
in 1994, the prospects are bright, even though we face
realistically Lhe need to increase the Center's constitu-
ency, and broaden its financial base. Faced with these
[acts, we remember the words carved in the Chapel and
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the rest of the hymn from which lhey are laken:

That cause can neither be lost nor stayed

Which takes the course of whal God has
miide:;

And {s not trusting in walls and towers,

Bul slowly growing from seeds to flowers,

Each noble service that ipe have wrought
Was first concetlved as a fruitfid thought;
Each worthy cause, with a future glorious
By quiel growing becomes victorious.

Thereby itself like a tree it shoivs:

That high il reaches, as deep it growus;

And when the siorms are its branches
sheking,

It deeper root in the soil is iaking.

Be then no more by a storm dismayed,

For hy it the full grown seeds are laid;

And though the tree by its might it shat-
fers,

What then, if thousands of seeds il
scatters!

Christian Ostergaard
Translated by JLA. Aaberg
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APPENDIX A,

NORMAN H. ABBOTT
RELATES EXPERIENCES AT
GENEVA POINT CAMP
1921 - 1963

NOTE: Mr. Abbott retired as General Manager of Geneva
Point in 1983, after more tharn forly years of service. At his
retirement party he was asked o give some reminis-
cences, We wre grateful (o his son, Kendall Abbott, for
meaking avdilable the lext of his father's remarks. The
Abbott Administration Building was named (o honor the
distinguished service of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Abbatt.

“Where should this episode start?” is the first ques-
tHon I asked myself after recetving Dr. Knapp's request to
relate some significant experiences at Geneva Point, It is
110 easy matter when one considers that the experiences
cover a period of forty-two years — 1921-1963.

Well, I decided to slart at the beginning and believe it
or not, my relations wilh Geneva Point started in the
classroom during my [irst year al Boslon University.
Professor Herberl Mayer, al the School of Religious Edu-
cation offered a onc semester course in Camp Manage-
ment. Herb Mayer was also Assistant Direclor of the
International Sunday School Association’s Girls’ and
Dovs' Summer Confererice at Geneva Point. In addition to
a grade of B+ in the course, apparently [ looked like a good
dishwasher, so he offered me a six week job al Geneva
Point. Little did I know that the dishwasher's responsibil -
ily was one of many and varied jobs, that included being
mainlenance helper, building (ent platforms, erecting
tents, and transferring baggage.

One morning early in July I [ound mysell on the
Boslon and Maine train headed (o the Weirs where I was
lo take the boal “Governor Endicoll” lo Geneva DPoinl
Landing, via Greenc's Basin, The passenger list on the
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boal included over 200 conferees from the Adull Confer-
ence sponsored by the International Sunday School As-
socialion. The conferees and the dishwasher arrived al
Geneva Poinl at the same time.

I recall vividly that we arrived at the Geneva Landing a
few minules belore Lhe scheduled six o'cloek dinner. The
conferees went direclly Lo the dining room, but my first
job was to help lransler the baggage from the dock to the
Inm. Those were (he beginning days when the Model T
Ford Truck could nol plow through the muddy read. The
horse power was supplied by the conferee men who
pulled a flat-bottomed hay rack wilhia sloul rope. It was
a long pull.

Within minutes T was ushered lo lhe kilchen where
dinner was in process, the dirty dishes were piled high —
no time allowed to change my clothes, We lalk now of
large conferences of 300-350 people bul my dishwasher
pal and I washed dishes for 305 conferees wilh no
running hot water and using wooden tubs. Large lwently
gallon copper boilers of cold water were placed on Lhe fat
wood-fired stove and, when hot, we hauled the boilers (o
the tubs. We finished my first dishwashing experience
soon alter ten o'cloclk.

The housekeeper, a good old soul, met me at the back
door of the kitchen and handed me one of the dozen oil
lamps and pointed to Cottage C saying, “Your collage is
down that road and good night.” 1 started out but as luck
would have it my lamp blew out and T stumbled down (he
road. Fortunately, it did not rain because if it had I would
have found early that the roof was anything bul leak-
proof. The next day was more dishwashing and was the
start of a schedule of three meals a day. seven days a
weele. Thanks to Providence, my dishwasher comrade
was an interesting Flaridian, studying at INinois Univer-
sity wha fried to talk like a New Englander, He had a
marvelous sense of humor and we enjoyed Lhe fellowship.
After finishing our dishwashing chores we assisted in
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malking tent platforms and erecting tents in preparation
[orthe arrival of the Inlernalional Girls’ and Boys' Conler-
ence.

The lack of water, plumbing facilities, bedding equip-
ment, and leaking roofs, soon indicated that little repair-
ing, or maintenance, had been done since the Winnipe-
sdaukee Inn and Hotel was purchased by the Interna-
tional Sunday School Associalion in 1919, My Camp
Manager, Mr. Huntington was a kindly young man who
had had little experience in running a conference prop-
erty. llis Assistant was J. Henry Carpenter who beeame
Camp Manager the season of 1922,

Apparently my work as dishwasher was satisfaetory
because 1 was appointed as Assislant Manager the next
season, 1922, Mr, and Mrs. Carpenler, as Camp Manag-
ers, did a superior job in the Face of many limitations of
[aciliies and finances, since the Camp was supposed to
operate within the income from board and room registra-
liori. The Carpenters should be recognized as the ones
who set the pattern of high-level selection of the Camp
FFamily and developed the Camp Family Christian fellow-
ship program and service ollered Lo conferees.

Early history of Geneva Poinl should include a men-
tion of our outsianding New England character Forrest
Boody — “Fod,” as he was called by the natives. He was
Lhe only person earried over from Dr. Greene's Winnipe-
saukee Inn organization. Many interesling stories were
relaled about early days of the property. Ile was our
gardener and handled the herd of cows. If you were near
the barn at milking time you would hear endearing com-
ments to cows. Maybe thal was why the cows provided
such high milk production. Mr, Boody's vegetable garden
was the envy of the New Hampshire farmers. He pro-
duced more vegetables per acre lhan any other farmer
around. His stuttering slowed down his speech but not
his working schedule.

Winnipesaukee Inn was originally a barn, housing
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race horses. On the properly al one time, there was a
chicken farm with 10,000 or more chickens and there
were evidences of the dozen large and small chicken
coops. Our Assembly Iall was a 100-loot long chicken
house. When we cleaned the floor we used a rake insteacd
of a broom since there was a dirl [loor. Our present
Chapel replaced the chicken house in 1930, We were
grateful for the contributions of Simeon B. Chapin and
J.L. Kraft to help finance the $10,344 building, The salc
ola narrow strip of land to Gibson broughl us $1,800 and
the balance of $7,200 was financed through board and
room receipts in two Seasons.

Currently our Administrative Cormnillee is recom-
mending the removal of the cupolas on either end of Lhe
Inn. How little we realize how important they were in (he
early days. The one on the west end housed a large open
wooden water tank which provided gravity [eed lo our
waler system. There was ro automatic pressure waler
system, and frequently the tank overflowed and caused
waler damage to the rooms below.

Something happened during the camp season ol
1922 which changed my relations with Geneva Poinl and
created a situation that took me away from Geneva Point
lor the next three years. | invited Clara Russell and her
Molher Lo visit me at Camp. During Mrs. Russell's visit T
made several attempts to approach the gquestion ol mar-
riage Lo her daughter. Finally, in a daze, I walked her to
the pig pen and after much stalling I finally asked for
Clara’s "hand in marriage.”

During my next college year, and the summer of
1923, T was amdous to finance the purchasc of an
engagement ring. Traveling [rom Maryland to Nova Seo-
tia, as Advance Represenlalive of Swarthmore
Chautauqua, was my assignment. It paid $60.00 per
week and expenses, which looked far higger than the
£75.00 for the season which would have been paid me at
Geneva Point. Upon completion of my academic studies,
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the next two years were spent al Lthe Hartford YMCA as
Associate Promotion Secrelary. Alter our marriage in Au-
gust 18924 we settled in Hartlord until July 1, 1925, when
[ rehumned to Boston Universily.

Little did I realize thal I would return to Geneva Point
in 1826 and start my long and uninterrupted manage-
ment relationship. Fortunately, there was more light
shed onmy work; thal was Lhe year the first electric lights
were installed by Rusl Brolhers, electricians at Meredith.
I was reminded recently that our present electrician
Edward Holland was employed by Rust and worked on
onr first eleetrical project atl Camp.

From now on, my discourse will, in many cascs,
replace the T pronoun and the ‘'We' will be used, Clara
was appoinled as bookkeeper, cashier, dietician, office
assistant in addilion Lo (he responsibilities of our first
child, Russell. Kendall arrived in 1930. Cotiage A, the old
farm house of Dr. Greene was our first abade, a 125 year
old construction, These were the days before it was
remaodelled. There was no running water, and toilet facili-
lies were in the oulside building between Cotlage A and
the Inn. Clara did the babies’ washing in a bucket on the
front steps of Cottage A, May I add that Russell and
Kendall grew up to realize their lile's ambition: that is, to
pack their bags and trudge down over Lhe hill and join the
Camp Family working group. They started from the
bollom of the ladder and finally attained (hal enviable
Lieighl of chels assistant and truck driver, Then ofl to
college,

The record stated that Mr. Carpenter, Camp Man-
ager, resigned in 1928, after giving eight years ol dilficult
and construclive efforts in building Geneva Point, The
selection of the working organization and high ideals
were reflected in lhe “Winni® spirit which has been
shared by thousands of conferees and guests. Certainly
the lack ol modern faciliies did not discourage atten-
dance. They came year after year, regardless of the use of
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ofl lamps, unfinished walls in the Inn and Cottages, useof
three-quarter sized iron beds assigned [or two persons,
lealty roofs, and imited running eold water. Hot running
water was unheard of. In spite of it all, we bauilt an
enviable reputation for providing high grade, well hal-
anced and safisfying food for $7.00 to $8.50 per weelk,

It was on Monday, January 28, 19249 at the Republi-
can Club in New York City that the Chairman of the
Winnipesaukee Camp Committee, Hugh R, Munro, to-
gether with Sidney A. Weston, and Hugh 5. Magill, Secre-
tary of the International Council of Religious Education,
elected me as Camp Manager at the age of thirly years.
One of my first responsibilities was to seelc a $1,000 loan
from Meredith Trust Company with the instruction that
the notemust be paid by the end of the camp season from
proceeds of the Camp operation since therewas already a
deficit of $2,800 on the books. The loan was received and
the nole was repaid according to instructions. Through-
out my whole managemenl responsibililies, al no time,
did we have a delicil in camp operalion.

On our first trip to camp in the spring ol 1929, (he
mud of Moultenborough Neck Road started at the main
road seven and a hall miles away. It was a discouraging
sight. Several years later the town staried building a
short stretch of black top yearly 'til it finally reached the
cemetery. I'rom there we would walk in with supplies. On
spring weekends, with Charlie Mac, Maintenance Assis-
lanl, we would connect the plumbing and Mr. Boody
would meel us wilh wheelbarrow Lo carry supplies. It was
nothing lo sink in lhe mud up o the ankles. We worked
hard on those weekends, wenl home dead tired with a
leeling ol accomplishment, (The Abbolls had no aulomo-
hile and on many lrips Frank Appel. our lruck driver,
would transporl us. We purchased our first aulomobile
inn 1935),

The boal dock landing was damaged by ice during the
heavy winler, and Wharf Builder Lavallee and Captain of
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lhe “Governor Endicott” (capacity 400 persons and bag-
gage) repaired the wharl at a cost of $300. In thosc days
aulomobiles were luxuries and nearly 100 percent of our
lolks came by boat starting at the Weirs, a two hour trip.

Alfter investigating the sources of milk we found that
lpcal [armers would be unable to supply us due to our
need ol large quantiies. We could get milk at Meredith
Railroad Slation where large dairies would deliver. This
would require a daily trip over bad dirt roads or by boat. In
each case Lhe cost was prohibitive for our aperation. The
answer was lo rent four cows at a reasonable price and
return them in Lhe fall. We soon found it necessary to
purchase cows and sell them in the fall. Thanks to
Forrest Boody's knowledge of the value and care ol cows,
Clara and [ soon became adepl in seeking out, purchas-
ing and selling cows. The milk market was getting 15
cents per quart and we produced milk al less than 5 cents
per quart. After many years, Mr, Boody finally said, “No
more cows” and we located a dairy who could supply us.

We also arranged to rent a litter of young pigs and
solved part of our garbage problem. Farmer Greene paid
camp 4 and 5 cents per pound for fat we put on the pigs!
IL was a plan that we often thought would be valuable il
our carnp family would pay us for poundage we added to
Lheir weighl.

The season of 1929 started the Disciples Conference
to Geneva Poinl, Excepl [or a brief period, the Disciples
have held their conlerence every year including 1963,
The Ministers starled their long relationship with Geneva
Point in 1930 and lhe Lulher League Conference siaried
al Geneva Poinl in 193 1.

On Tuesday, Angusl 5, 1930, the students in atten-
dance ol the Inlernalional Leadership School and the
Winnipesaukee Camp Comunillee dedicated the new
Chapel. The sturdy and beauliful colonial structure was
built by Wildred Canney who has constructed nearly 50
buildings al Genewva Poirl,
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No story of Geneva Point would be complele wilhoul
an understanding of the heavy and varied responsibili-
ties during the early and difficult years. Clara and I could
not confine our campresponsibilities to a parl of the year.
It required vear round attention, handling bookkeeping,
food purchasing, meal plamnming, personnel selection,
conferences, promotion and secretarial duties. She was
the boss during the days I was forced to be in Boslon Lo
carry my full-ime responsibilities at Boston University,
since I was on a twelve-month educational assignment
there.

We are graleful [or the efficient and consclentious
work for nine seazons of Chel, Frank Welch. Those were
thewar years when we mel food shortages, substitutions
and particularly the lack of meat. Fortunately, we main-
tained excellent relalions with Swift and Company and
their wholesale house manager, Ralph Baker at Laconia.
It did not make any dillerence whal we ordered, they sent
what they had, When Mr, Baker was lucky enough to
receive a freight car from Chicago he parcelled out what
he had among his good cuslomers. Geneva Point was the
largest summer customer and we fared well. The large
Luther League conference encouraged altendance be-
cause we served more meal than they were able to get
back home.

One of the most notable decisions ever made by the
Camp Committee in 1942 was (o conlinue operations
during the War, History showed (hal many hotels, camps
and comlerences closed for the duralion. The decision
proved o be the tuming poinl in the extension of
enlargement of scrvice to Christian sumimer conferences.
In spite of restrictions of gasoline, lransportation, regula-
tions and management dilicullies, the camp prospered
and enlarged its influence. Isle ol Shoeals oll Porismouth,
New Hampshire was taken over by Lhe Government, and
the Shoalers came o Geneva Poinl during that period.
Only one conlerence failed Lo maintain its commitments,
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and lefi us with 4 $2,000 income loss.

Gelling back lo the difficult, earlieryears, we were [or-
tunate in having a consclentious, helpful and compelent
graup in our Camp Family. We will not forget the (hree
staunch men who shared our problems in our early
years, Francis Dailey, Assislanl Manager, Frank Appel
and Edward Foss, truck drivers, and Charlie MacMurphy,
maintenance assistant, They had no definite work sched-
ule of seven or cight hours per day or days off, but they
worked and continued working as long as there were
things to be done, We could also say the same ahout
Mother MacMurphy and Tvy MacMurphy, kitchen main-
slays who were with us for twenty years or more.

On August 5, 1949 the Camp Family and some guests
recognized the occasion of Clara’s and my 25th wedding
armiversary with a surprisc party. We were serenaded at
our Coltage by more than a hundred Camp Family and
guesis headed by the Ford Truck carrying an old, upright
piano and several musical instrumenls, A well planned
program, Chinese lantems, spol lighls and a bulfet
spread tumed the yard into a gala vccasion. During the
preparation of the festivities one child was heard to say, "1
know what the Abbotts are going (o get for a present, a
piano!”

Upon completion of 25 years of management of
Geneva Pointin 1949, my anoual report reflected some of
the happenings during the guarler century. Without
giving too much space to the significant financial igures
of Geneva Point, just let me mention a couple. In no year
was Lhere an excess of operaling cosls over income. In
1947 our balance was $10,459.35 at closing. In 1929 the
total meals served was 27,135 compared to 62,369 in
1948, The biggest year serving meals was in 1946 with
71,302,

The Camp Comurnillee arranged for the twenty-fifth
Anniversary al the Harvard Club, Boston, on the evening
of November 17, 1949, Clara and T were honored by (he
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Commiltlee and invited guests. We are now cherishing
the hundred or so letters which were bound and pre-
senled lo us on the occasion.

In a review of evenls for the twenty vear period, we
should like lo recognize hundreds of fends and col-
lcapucs who have contribuled (o the growlh and influ-
ence of Geneva Point. Space iz limited and [ hope the lack
ol the names would nol detracl the respect and apprecia-
lion which Clara and [ have for each one, Lel me mention
a lew: Dr, Hugh &, Magill, Harry 5. Munro, Dr, Harold
McFee Robinson, $.B. Chapin, Dr, Sidney A, Weslon,
Allred H. Avery, Dr. Roy G, Ross, Phillip C. Landers, Clyde
C. Bmith, Dr. Walter D, Howlett, Henry H. Dennison, Dr,
Herman E. Wornom, Murray C, Stewarl, Dr. Erwin 5.
Shaver, and Wilber C, Parry.

The year 1950 opened a new phase in the manage-
ment of Geneva Point, Little did we realize thal I would be
unakle to submil my 1950 Amual Report on the sched-
uled date in November, On Qctober 19 I wenl (o bed and
was inn a coma for ten days. Nine weeks were spenlin Lhe
Maszsachusells General Hospilal, Wilh a capable neuro-
surgeon, a compelent and helplul wife and (he Greal
Physician, a miracle happened and [ was soon able (o
start the period of recuperation. This was the time (hal
Clara again [illed lhe gap in handling managementl
responsibilities in addition Lo her vsual lasks as book-
keeper, cashier and dieliciarn.

In 1951, ChelFrank Welch, aller nine years of superb
service resigned Lo become a slall member of the Wilbur
Managemen| Food Service. Dr. Millon Huber became
Assistanl Camp Manager with the excellent assistance of
Herberl Coleord, office manager and Ralph L. Ward,
maintenance marn, all giving irmmeasurable assislance (o
Clara who handled most responsibilities (hal I was
unable to agsume.

My recovery was terribly slow and in view of my
health, Clara and I submilled our resignalions in April of
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1952, However, Mr. Avery, Chairman of the Committee,
Dr. Foss and the Commiittes was unwilling to accept the
resignation but provided addiiional assistance. They
added Linwood Gatley as Assistant Manager responsible
for summer activities. In 1953 further assistance was
added to the management team in the personage of
Reverend John Edward Thomas. He was responsible for
promotion of conference enrollment and general promo-
tion of interest in summer conferences at Geneva Point
for one year service. Clara gave up her work at this time,

Il was in 1954 that Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Sewall
were selecled as Camp Manager and Assistant to the
Carnp Manager with responsibility to the General Man-
ager, the ttle I was given. The Sewalls were highly
regarded and provided excellent leadership and main-
lained a high plateau of Christian atmosphere. The
growlh ol guest attendance was significant. Duty called
Mr., Sewall lo Pillsburgh and wider education responsi-
hilities in 1961,

The year 1954 provided a new form of Camp Manage-
ment al Geneva Poinl. Previously the Camp Management
basic responsibilities were placed on the shoulders of the
Camp Manager reporting to the Winnipesaukee Camp
Comumillee as an advisory group. With the increased
influence of the National Counecil in conmection with
camp and conference leadership expansion, the respon-
sibililies were placed on an administrative committec
lhus developing a committee management.

During the pasl nine years, the Youth Work Camp
philosophy has been inlroduced., in addition to the
strenglhening of (he objeclives of the conference pro-
gram.

In recognilion ol (he accomplishments during the
most recent years, we are indebled o the entire Adminis-
trative Committee under the leadership of Dr. Forrest L.
Knapp; the present Camp Manager, RoberlJ, Ripley, and
Connie: plus the Exceutive Secretary of the Division of
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Christian Educalion, Dr. Gerald Knoff; and present
Secretary ol Lhe Commitltee, Howard N. Woadland.

How inadequalely have I related experiences at Ge-
neva Point on the previous pages! Pages and pages would
benecessary to include many events that have developed
during the past forty years, Looking back on the material,
Lam aware of the lack ol the names of hundreds of people
who have shared in making “Winni” a place for worship,
recreation, work and Christian educational purpose. To
all of these good people, Clara and 1 are deeply grateful.

In the "Book of Apprecialion” presented 1o Clara and
me at the occasion of our 25th anniversary there is a
statement by Dr. Forrest L. Enapp, Chairman of the
Camp Comumittee, thal is [lUng to repeat at this time,
[ourtecn years later:

“Here is a suggeslion: prepare a file of the names and
present address ol all Lhe persons whoe have come to Win-
nipesaukee in your lwenty-five years of serviee there.
Read cach name and lhink about the person for two
minutes, knowing as you do so that your service al
Winnipesaukee is making some difference in the life of
that person today. Then, with lhe inspiration gained,
continue at Winnipesaukee for another lwenly-five vears”.

The time has now arrived for Clara and me lo put
aside some of our burdens of work and enler in the mood
ol reminiscence. We will relive in memory and in imnagina-
lion Lhe scenes, episodes, and expericnces al “Winmi.”

November 4, 1963
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1921
[922-1928
1922- 1926
19291953
1455- 1963
1954-1961
1963-1965
1966-1967
1968- 1969
1970- 1971
18971-1988
1989- 1983
1989-

1958- 1966
1965-19606
1966-1983
[988-1989

ATPPENDIX B.

GENEVA POINT
ROSTER OF ADMINISTRATORS

Mr. Huntington

J. Henry Carpenter
Morman H. Abbolt
Morman H. Abbaoll
Normnan H, alstoll
Charles Sewall
Robert J. Ripley
Robert J. Ripley
George Downey
John Gardnoer
Ilarry Widman
Harry Widiman
Ronald A Balzer, III

Manager

Manager

Assistant Manager
Camp Manager
General Manageor
Camp Manager
Camp Manager
General Manager
Managing Director
Interim Managing Dir.
Direclor

Executive Director
Interim Exective Dir,

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Jotin Reiner
Winston MeCormick
Winston MeCormick

Richard Allott

Supcrvisor
Assl, Supendsor
Supervisor

Supervisor
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APPENDIX D,

ACENOWLEDGMENTS

It is impossible to acknowledge all those persons who
have contribuled to the writing of this essay aboul
Geneva Poinl Cenler. The teachings, the friendships, (he
beauty, and the inspiration of this place have lived wilh
me daily for sixty-lwo years and it would be impossible to
itemize them, However, in connection with this particu-
lar project there are a few people to whom T wanl (o
express my gratitude for Lheir help:

To Kendall Abbott, an ex-staff member, who provided the
text of Tis father's reminiscences and some piclures of
the early Camp Families.

‘To Ron Baker for keying (he lext In his computer in
preparation for the printer, and for his editorial helps and
other suggestions, withoul which all of this endeavor
would have failed.

To Altha Bingham who sent many snapshots of (he early
Diseciples Conferences and who still attends their confer-
CILCES EVErY SUIIITIET.

To larry Blaisdell for his leller and all he did to help the
Crossroads Gift Shop. His editorial suggestions were also
most helpful.

To Don and Charlolte Campbell for their letter quoled in
the text and several pletures of the various boys' and girls'
camps lhey allended.

To Grace Clark who provided lhe archives with itwo
albums of photos, beautifully bound in book covers she
learned to make at the Arts and Cralls Camp at “Winni”
in (he Forties. She has been a faithlul aliendee over the
years al the Girls’ Camps, the Music Camp, he Arts and
Cralls Camp, and now as a gucst each year.
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To Dave DeRogatis for his letter cited in the text.

To Emily V. Gibbes for her Introduction and assistance
with some corrections to the lexl,

To Helen Gould not only for her letter in the text and her
cdilorial assislance, bul also for her cooperation with her
hushand, Ivan, while he was in charge of all the youth
camps of the ICRE [rom 1937 lo 1942, She continues her
vigils Lo GPC, oflen with her son, Ivan, .Jr. fusually called
Tobw) who is a member of the Doard of Directors of
Geneva Poinl Cenler, Ine. Her grandson, Bryan, has also
been a member of he seasonal staff.

To Dr. Olivia Pearl Stokes for her letter and response.

To Anne and Harry Widinan for their many helps along
the way and [or their many courtesies during ils prepara-
lion.

Last but not least, to my wife, Betly, and our Gmily who
changed their vacation plans several times and made
many olher adjustments while this has bheen in prepara-
lion.

Iwant to add a special thanksgiving prayer lor Jack
Eelcham who was one of the teaching faculty at my first
“Winni" Boys' Camp in 1927 and later a colleaguce on the
stall of the National Council of Churches. A few months
belore his dealh in the Summer of 1988, he sent me a
leller expressing warm interest in the project and a
packel of memorabilia for the archives including his
reporl on the earliest Youth Camps referred to in our text,
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APPENDIX E,
RESOUIRCES

Archives of Geneva Poinl Camp/Center
Archives of Laconia, New Hampshire [listorical Society

Archives of Moultonhorough, New Hampshire [listorical
Society

Cannon, Jr., Le Grand: Look to the Mountair, Bantam
Books

French, Hollis: “New England’s Galileg”

Germe, Williaum H.: “The Development of Youth Programs
in the Tnternational Council of Religious Educa-
tion™ [M.A. Essay, Yale Graduate School, 1936)

Eetcham, John B.: “Twenty-Filth Anniversary of Chris-
tian Youth Camps 1914-1939" .C.R.E.

Shawver, Erwin: "Winnl," L.C.RE. 1947,
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APPENDIX F.

Geneva Polnt Center

Genceva Point Center Inc.
Charter Membership as of July 3, 1989

Virginia Krover

PATRON

SUSTAINER

Nancy K, G, Haker
Elizabelh 5, Genni

HederJ, Guould

Dromglas Acldison
Acdam Y. MacDionalid

CONTRIBUTOR

JAnma Addison
Emily V. Gibbes

Britt Clirabeth Aepeson

Thamas Acpeson
Marjoric K, Arp
Amy Hoc Baker
Anyrele Baleer
Dieseroned R Bidoer
Gene P, Baker
Melson G Daker
Diavid W, el
MancyJ. Bell
Dongld 5, Boyer
Hiurold B, Bristol
Mola Bristol

Armette Cannaday
Eenneth Cannaday
Ethel [1, Coder
Mormman K. Croweder
Fulh E. Croweler
Genrge . Tiahvmples
Teresa IL. Dennis
Edwin H. Elzentraut
Lucille M, Eisendraul
Jubwrine Firlalo
Tryan Gould

Ivan J. Gould
Merrick Gonld
Susan Gould
Matalic Gulridge
Slanley H. Culridge
Alfred Hesemeyer
Winilred [Tesemeyer

SUPPORTER

MEMBER
Wiesley A TTowe
Olahaslav [Trahy

Qlga 5, Hruksy
Suzanne G, Hruby
Bonnie 1. James
Edwin A James
Leslie Johnson
Lais FoJJahnson
ImaJean Kidd
Madcline Bienzle
Hosalle Kinkead
Eloise 13, Kinlner
Curt Kretesclnngam
Charles Kujawa
Edith M, Lane
Ialph ¥V, Lane
Allred W, Lewschner
Theresa Lenschner
Margaret L., Lewis
Marie L. Lippott
Georpe IFL Mayrer

Meredilh Getly Mayrer

Elgealaeth Miller
Giregory Miller
Marion E. Madean
Marie Mucller

Kathleen Wroe

Lonald A. Daker 111
William H, Genndé

Mury Ambler

Jee 0 M Donald

Millyedd Besuchy
Marjorie Stoart

Frelyn Page Richamlson

Futh H, Rowe
Dorothy Siftar

Robert Siflar
Elizahcih B, Stoddard
Henry T, Stoddard
Frimes B, Slrndbery
Elsie Strong

Thomas Thexter Strong
Duirton Stuart

David Eugene Stuart
Joan E, Stuart
Falherine: B, Stuarl
Radpbe A Stost

Richard Harrison Stoart

Richard T. Stuart
Husscll A, Stuart
Helen M, Toussaint
Theodoe F, Tuclier
Wallace T, Victs
Orein [, Watson
James M, Webb
Herbert E. Wedler
Headn T Weston
Rosze M. Weslon
Thomas Weston

Heboeea Parkhursl  Banien Bouchard Willlams

John B, Penny
Maney L Penoy
Suranne W, Pritz
Elizabeth Robinson

Women's Fellowship of the

MH Conlerenee, UCC

Lanira Arstodt Woodwared

Herman E. Womeom
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POSTSCRIPT

I'have been intrigued by (he opportunity to write this
review of Geneva Point Cenler's first seventy years be-
cause this place has been part of my life for sixty two of
lhose years.

In (he course of my trying to understand what was
happening lo “Winni,” I became aware nol only of many
changes there had been over the years, bul also of certain
lundamentals that remain constant, basic principles.

I [vund myself asking, “Ts this the way God works in
Lhe world?” At this point I began to see a paliern working
out.

First, lhere was the International Sunday School As-
socialion, a group of lay men and women who soughi to
help each other know God through the Bible and their ex
pericnces logether In study, fellowship, and worship.

Then there was the International Council of Religious
Education in which more formally trained Chrislian
Educators worked lhrough their respective denomina-
tional organizalions to promote the educalional worlk of
the total chuarch,

This was [ollowed by the National Council ol Chiurches
ol Christ in the U.5.A., during which the Center became
the agency for educalional programs of the total denomi-
nations cooperaling in the NCCC.,

Now Geneva PoInt Center stands al the dawn of a new
day as ils own Independent organizalion in response to
the leading of God's spirit.

The one big difference is that Geneva Point has all its
past experience. IL knows about the God whose spirit
worles when and where il will, primarily through indi-
viduals who discern and dedicate themselves lo he
leading of God’s Holy Spirit.

Iremember sitling one Sunday on the Innveranda. In
the Gould Outdoor Chapel I could see and hear a
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congregalion [rom Doston singing their joyous, happy,
hand-clapping hymns so characteristic of our Black
Churches. In my righl ear, however, 1 kept hearing the
deeply moving, majeslic liturgical music of the Greck
Orthodox Church from (he Chapel building where the
Bishop was conducting mass for the Greek Youth Con-
ference.

The music was so different it could have been a ca-
cophony but, in that selling, il showed the breadih of the
Holy Spirit in touching he hearls and lives of believers, A
deeper sense of ccumenicily impressed {isell upon me,

Then I remembered also lhe early experiences of the
leaders and youthwho tried to creale the Christian Quest
Youth Program to create a cooperative style of education
to move us from competitive lo a more peaceful siyle of
life. It split the staff and cosl (he Inlernational Council
considerable financial support. The development of the
UCYM proved the value of having specially trained
leaders working in the Church,

These were the years in the National Council when
every slalement, program and policy had lo have the
approval of the General Board, composed ol he highest
levels of executives of the member communions. Al-
though Lhe procedures were slow, their aclions carried
rmuch greater weight with the public.

So it seems the answer to my guestion is (hat God
works wilh individual men and women who are openly
dedicaled Lo the Holy Spirit, who sometimes call them to
a lonely, pioneering tasl.

God also works through people who have specialized
trainingand giflls to [urther the building of the world-wide
community of love in special ways.

God also works through Lhe great traditions of the de-
nominations, enriching them, but always reminding
them that they are only a part of The Church and ecalling
them to cooperaie to the fullest exlenl for the building of
thal Holy Church.
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Geneva Point Center has had experience at all three
levels. The need is to keep all these faclors moving with
some balance of emphasis, but always moving toward
the Community of God's Love. Some individuals and
some organizations need to be ready (o die Lo bring in the
larger Community of Love.

1t the hislory recorded here will help some searcher
continue he Quest, it will have been worlh while.



