
l \  Uri. f  history of Lc,ng Islan,i,  the largest islan,C
o n  L a k e  W i n n r p e s a u k e e ,  w i l l  i r n t r o c l u c e

\TINIDERM:ERE, the charming, park- l ike estate
upon which stands the wel l -preserve<i Victor ian rnan-

sion, bui l t  in l89l- l8t t2 by Dr.  Frank Eugene
Greene on the southern end of the Is land where i t

comnrands a view of the Belknap Mountain Range
and the broadest portion of the l".ake,

Long before becomingi an attraction to summer
residents, Long Island rvas bui l ld inlg an histor ical

background, the records of which 6;o bacl< to 1799
when it was annexed to the J'own of Moulton-
borough. At this period and on intrr the nineteenth

century, twelve hundred of i ts acrr-"s ,were found to be

product ive farm land where potatoes, a rraior crop,,
brought prosperity and sorne fame to the early settlers.
Accor:ding to local history, the seed trom these

potat,oes was used
Idaho Potato.

Two names stand out in this early farming period:

John Boody and John Brown. Boody raise<l wheat of
such superior qual i ty that i t  was purchased by the
Fedelal  Government and shipped to the farrners in the
west€rn states who recognized and ut i l ized i ts ex-
cel lent seed. More impressive is the fact that so much

the developrnent of the farnous

wheat o[ good qual i ty was grown on the farrns of
Long Island thatJohn Pi l lsbury burl t  a wind-porvered

f lour mi l l  on the top of nearby Co,v Is land. This has
been recent ly restored. As t ime wen.t  on and the great
wheat farms began developing in the mid-west,  he lef t
Nerv Hampsfr i re and started the Pi l lsbury Flour Mi l ls.

On his Long Islancl  acres, Brown, meanwhi le,
developed l( ing Phi l ip Corn -  usecl as meal -a slrain
said to have come fr,rm seed given to the Pilgrims at
Plymouth Colony by' Massasoit, the friendly Inclian,
son of King Phi l ip.  For this f l int  c,crn with i ts eight-
rowed grains and its ears ranging in length from ten to
thir teen inches, Brown rvon considerable acclaim. For
{iftl years, he held the record in New Hampshire for
the quant i ty of corn per acre which he produced.

An indicat ion that dairying was a prof i table side-
Iine for rhese early settlers, stems from the fact that

Brown's wife,  Catharine Fol let  Brorvn, became known
for her excel lent cheeses. She produced these in quan-
t i t ies of s ix and seven hundred pounds annual ly.

' l 'hese 
farrners were joined in 1839 by one Robert

Lamprey who brought his family to the Is land and
built a farrnho,use near the sitr: of the present
\TINDERMERII mansion. Lamprey made a name
fbr tr imself  with his shel led corn of which he raised as



rnuch ar i  one hundred and thrrty-one bushels and
seven quLarts per acre. In 18!)1, LamFlrey moved his
house ro Geneva Point on Moultonborough Neck and
sold his holdings on rhe southern end of Long Island
t,r  Dr.  Frank Eugene Greene, thus providing Greene
vri th the land upon which his r ;ummer esrare was to be
developeC. St i l l  another name rvhich f isurers in the
history of the Is land is Wentworth, ear ly setr iers.
q,hose property was situated on the thir,C of the Island
nearest Moultonborough. Thus, the names Brown,
Lamprey, Wentworth, and Girer:ne; and, later with
the passage of t ime, I l lackstone, were to become
almost synonymous with Long Is. land and Lake Win-
n ipesaukee.

The name \)fENTS/ORTH recalls the fact that
there was; no bridge from the mai:nland to Long Island
unt i l  some t ime after 1864. In rhat year,  one o[ the

*Fe
'*+r

Dows of Moultonborough marr ied a Wentworth In
order to get his br ide to her new house in Moulton-
borough, Dow use, i  a rowboat for the crossing; then
wheeled her possessions from t lLe shore to their  home
in a wheelbarrow. Whe,n a br idge was f inal ly bui l t ,  i t
was merel,v a built-up roadwa,r' constructed of rock
anrJ gravel,  not at  al l  sat isfactor l 's i :nce i t  could be easi_
ly washed away, part icular ly since there was a srrong

currenr in the Lake at that point.  Sometime before
1900, this pr imit ive piece of construct ion was replace,J
by a br idge supported by concrete piers;  this,  in rurn,
was supplanted in tlre twenrierhr century by the presenr
dependable br idge.

A very comprehensive storl of transportation on
Lake Wrnnipesaukee, with emphasis upon rtre sream_
boat and the part it has played in the development of
the Lakr:  and i ts is lands, was wri t ren by the lar:e
Edward H. Blackstone famil iar ly remembered as
Bud. His b,ook q/as publ ished in 1969 by the
STEAMBOAT'  HISTORIC,AL SOCIE l  Y  OF '
,{MERICA, 4I4 Pelton Avenue, Staten Island, New
York. Its title: Iiarewell Old tMount lVashinpton.

From early t imes, the raft . ,  the gundalo*,  the
catamararn, the horseboat, the s,cow, and the barge arll
played their significanr parrs in the lives ,rf those

residing on Long Island. From hLere on, with the com.
ing o[ the steamboat,  the history of the Lake and al l
its islands shil'ts frorrL a small self-contained area witfr
i ts own schools,  bands, boat bui lders, and farrners inro
a far less isolated and indepenclent community.

In the last hal f  of  the ninereenth cenrury, the use ol :
the steanrboa.t in conjunction with the railroads;

;rromoted a tourisr boorn which led to the building ol



inns and hotels;  and many horrres became boarding

houses whi le others catered to paying guests.

T'here were two hostelr ies on l ,ong Island; The

Bro.wns'  Long Islancl  Inn was establ ished in 1874. I t

was success{ 'ul ly run by George K. Brown, son ofJohn

and Cathar ine ,  and la te r  by  lh is  son,  Har ry ,

remembered with great respect by the Is land's in-

habitants as a fr iend and neighbc,r.  Their  ,house bui l t

in 1830, vrhich was e:rpanded for use as an 1nn,

is  s t i l l  s tand ing ,  near  the  en t rance ga tes  , r f

WINDERMERE. Irrom this inn, the sl lope to the

sl iore of the Lake was cleared and an avenue oi  t rees
led down to the lar,ge u'harf .  I t  was, at r this t ime, a

great accommodatiol t  that marl  was del ivered by boat

five times a day. lSuch famouri steamers as THE

LADy Op THE ,r,AK:E and the first .,14OLh'T

I{ /ASHIN(;TON stopped regular ly at Browns'

Wharf on r their  t r ip,s around thr:  Lake,.  br inging, in

addrt ion to mai l ,  provisi , rns, f rei ,ght,  and passengers.

T'he other hostelry,  named l : ; land Home, known
local ly as Blake's Hotel ,  was si tuated half  way down
Long Island. I t  was f lour ishing in 1878r under rhe
management of two cousins, on,:  rramed Blake; the
other,  Lamprey. Popular in i ts day, i t  stoodL unused for
a nrrmber ,r f  years, but i t  remil ined standing unt i l
1962 when i t  was destr,ryed by f i re.

Thus, the improved br idge and the accesr; ibi l i ty

provided b;r tfre steambclat not only attracted tourists

to Long Isiand but i t  drew summer residents who bui l t

beaut i lu l  houses and brought to the area at elegant

way of '  l r fe,  heretofore unknown. Prominent among

those who had the m€'ans and the foresight to r:hoose

Long Isiand as a si te I 'or summer residences were two

brothers: Dr.  Frank Eugene Gr,eene and Dr. Jared
Alonzo Gr,:ene', both of whom u,ere known for their

patented blood and nerve medicines, the best known
and most p,lpular of which was Greene i NE'R V'UR'4.
In connect ion wrth their  thr iv ing business, they
p ioneered w i th  the i r  na t iona l  adver t i s ing  and
promorions. They came from the Boston area and had
factor ies there as wel l  as in New York and Chicago.

As previously rnent ioned, the Lampreys sold their
land ar the t ip of Long Island to Dr.  Frank [ iugene

Greene. On this property,  dur ing 1891-92, he bui l t
the spzicious t i r ree-stor ied mansion which st i l l  stands,

carefuJly preserved, and owned and st i l l  used for

summer vacat ioning by his descendants, adding up to

f ive generat ions in 1976. The house, represent ing the
Victor jan style of archi tecture frequent ly found in

summer h,rmes of that era, stands upon s;racious
gr,runcis q, i th wel l -hept lawns, and with f ie lds,
meadows, and woodland beyond. As i t  stands today, a



macadam road leads to i ts entrance which rs im-
pressively rnarked by a pair of large granite gare posrs
hung with wrought i ron gates. 1,  black_top dnveway
cont inues on into the property,  passes the gatehouse
and windr;  i ts way to the mansion. Al thouch
geographical ly in Moultonborough, the estate is ap_
prox in ra te l l ' ten  rn i les  f rom the  V i l laee ,  <_ .n t . ,
Harbot

WiNDIiRIvfERE has the usual related bui ldinss
found on an esrate of its era. Aside from ,f,.
caretaker 's house, also referred , to as the gatenouse
(now used as a year-round home), there is a stable, an
ice house, i1 pump house, and a poultry house. The
buildings are in good shape since the Greene family
l ives in the mansion each summer and takes pr ide in
rts aPpearance.

The story of the burldings of WINDERMERE
begins in 1891 n'hen Dr. Frank Euqene Greene
purchased the Lamprey acreage.I l rr .  Greene then con_
sulred with the wel l -known Boston architect.  T.H.
Besarick. The blueprints, prepar,:d by tsesa.ick u.e
among the Greene family 's recordr; .  Ar this same r ime,
Dr. Greene sought out two contractors. requesting
bids; one was front Boston; the other, from Lar:onia,
New Hampshire. Busiel ,  the Lacc,nia conrracror.  was
the low bidcler anci he was given the contract. As con-
struction proceeded, ttre Boston lirm requested per-
mission to s,ee the f in ished produr: t .  A representat ive
who visrted rhe esrare declared that he could not have
done as good a job

l'he con$trucrion c,f WINDIIRMERE and its
related buildings was spread over two years. AJLI the
materials used came by boat, by b,arge, by horseboat,
ancl by sreamboar fronl Lakeport. New Hampshire.
Approximately one hundred workrnen camped in tents
on the prop,ert)r q,'hile the mansion *as under con-
struct ion. This was cusrornary in the days before the
automobri le rnadr:  possib, le the dai ly "portal  to portal , ,
approach. Dr.  Cireene, whi le the bui lding wenr on,
frecluent l l 'sra/e,C at the Long . ts land Inn as he
watched and guided the progress. Al though the
mater ials were rransported by boat,  and al though one
hundred rnen were involved in t l re bui ldine which



took two years. the cost of  the three main bui ldings,

the mans;on, the gatehouse, and the barn, added up to

$  1 6 , 0 0 0
A n d  w h e n c , .  c a m e  t h e  d i g n i i i e d  n a m e :

WII'-IDERMERII? Dr' (ireene and his wife were

frequent travelers abroad ,ryhere they coliected art ob-

iects of al l  k inds, many o1: which are among the fur-

nishings of \XTIIV|TERMERE: Pa: int ings, sculpture, . '

art i facts,  and other treasures. Fol lowing a vis i t  to the

Lake Country in Englancl, thelr cfrose the name for

their  summer estate, impressed as they must have been

with Lake Windermere which has been so often

descr:rbed poet ical ly for i ts beauty and peace[ul

charm. l \Jo doubt,  they saw a simi lar i ty between this

beaut i ful  Br i t ish lake and New I{ampshire's Lake
\Winnipesaukee .

The rnansion at WINDERMEITE and i ts related

buiLJingr;  were given red roofs and, to this day, al l  the

bui l ,J ingr;  are pair : i ted Colc 'nial  yel low with white trrm'

Black bl inds give r :he f in ishing touch. The exter ior

wal ls are faced with hand-cut shingJ,es and clapboards;

and spacious, covered, columned porches nearly sur-

round the house, providing outdoor l iv ing space where

views of great nalural  beauty meet the eye in al l

d i rect ion.s.
Dr. Greene planted several unusual trees and



ubs, and nearly 5Ct var ietresare flourish;ing around
IilfINDERMERE today.

The first {loor consrists of a largr: living hall with an
mous fineplace o{' fancy water-srrruck brick: the
and cei l ing are of quartered oak panels.  This oak
ing cont inues as the wal l  upr the wide, circular

lcase to the second floor. An c,rnate wrouqht-iron

room has whrtewood wainscott ing, rnahogany stained,
up to chair-rai l  height,  above which is the or iginal
red-f'locked vvallpaper wtrich coveris the upper walls.
An ornate f i replace completes the decor of the dining
roorn.

From the dining roon-l, a butler's pantry of coprous
size, leacls to the ki tchen. The but ler 's pantry has a
cl ishwashing sinh and adequate shelves for china,
bespeaking the tremendous meals and generous
trospital i ty which stemmed from i t .

T'he krtchen, a large room wirh two pantr ies, is the
only modernized room in the rnansion. I t  has l leen
equrpped with a new stainless steel sink and an electric
range. The ki tchen cont inues to be equipped for ser-
ving bount i ful  meals to large groups of guests. The at-
mosphere of the ki tchen is homey with i ts low table
around v',hich, a Eiroup maLy sit comliortably on an old
sett l€ or a rocking chair  and chat.  Old ki tchen equip-
ment is displayed here ancl there, Beyond the ki tchen,

ndeher graces the living hall, hrangins from the
Ltgr of the room. Of ' f  to the r ight of  this l iv ing hal l ,
'trsic room is elaborately furnisherl with paintings,
tcts d'art, fine furniture, and a Chickering concert

ptano. Over al l ,  in this room, hangs a crystal
'sdel ier.  l 'he bi l l iard room, also o[f  the l iv ing hal l ,

4 ornate fireplace and rs wains,cotted in cherry
.trand-painted, emb,rssed wallpaper, imported
.1.'pq'rmany. The dining room, like all rooms on

floor, is cornpletelv furnished wirh unusual
and accessories. Ihe walls eLre adorned with

oi l  paint ings in gi lded frarnes. The dinins



the or iginal  walk- in ice chest renains unchanged as
does the turn-of- the-cerrtur ' '  laundry room. A washer

an.l dryer have, however, been incorporated for

modern convenience. Despite the instal lat ion of these
few modern contrivances, the original wood st,ove
rernains, E; iv ing the hospitable Victor ian ki tchen a

tone a l l  i t s  own.
'The 

second f loor hal l ,  hung with pictures of Greene
ancestors iin gold-leaf frames, leads to five mar;ter
beclrooms and one single room. f 'here is also a trunk
roc,m on this f loor. ' fwo of thre bedrooms have
fireplaces and two are equippe,:l with stoves. A full
bath and a half ba.th complete the second floor. All
these bedr,roms are furnished irr V'ictorizLn style. llhe
third f loor consists of three large guest rooms and
three servants'  roorns, al i  appropr: iately furnished.

.A high-posted cel lar,  with large granite blocks ser-
ving as a ficundatiorn, supports the entire .mansion. An
interesting gas system, with a large crib of stones,
prc,vided the l ight ing. This contrapt ion, in order to
function, had to be cranked uF, each day to provide
pressure fcrr the gas lighting fir:tures which were in-
stal led or iginal ly in the house and barn. This gas
device sho'rys the ingenuity used in r:ontriving comforts
in those days. By putt ing gas under pressure in the
basement,  gas l ight ing made avai lable for the mansion
and the barn. Today' \TINDERMERE is ent i rely ser-

viced by electr ic i ty.
The barn at \X/INDERMERL was as carefully

planned and bui l t  as the mansion. [ t  is l . -shaped and
consists o{' a stable arca with sta.lls for ten horses.
There are two carriage rooms ancl two large hay lofts
as wel l  as seconcl- f loor quarters for stable help:
coachman, groom, rand others. T'he cow barn has stalls
for ten cows, two bull pens, twr:r l2t lofts, and other
rooms. Th,ie barn has a full cellar and rests upon a
lar,ge granite block foundation.

The barn houses a ,wooden, tq/o thousand gallon
water tank, instal led in the highest peak of the barn.
This was used to provide gra'vity-fed \ilater to the
ma.nsion. Original ly,  the watr3r was pumped un-
derground from the Latrke one quarter of a mile away
by a rare type "hot-air ' '  p iston purnp. The mansion is
no'w fed by an artesian well.

Another bui lding, not previously mentioned as part
of the \TINDERMERE ESTATE is the large boat-

house, In connect ion with this,  a note, histor ical ly in-

terest ing, ; is that al l  the Greenr:s had steam yachts

which pl ied l .ake \Winnipesaukee, used largely fbr

f ishing part ies, easy transportat ion about the lake, and

lavish soci ,al  events. Dr,  Frank I)ugene Greene's f i rst

yacht,  the Mcthau,k, burned in 1906 This,  he re-
placed with a larger one, the Wiirydermere, naned for
his estate.

Although this is the story of \ )ZINDERMERE, the

summer estate of Dr,  Frank Eugene Greene and hrs
family,  others of the Greene family have lef t
memories whir :h have found a place in the history of
Long Island on Lake Winnipesaurkee, Dr.  Jarecl  Alon-
zo Greene, Fr irnk s brother and partner in the patent
medicrne business, also purchased property on Long
Island. OrL this,  in 189),  Alonz:o chose to bui ld his
mansi,rn on the highest point of  , land toward the east.
He namecl his estate ROXMONT, The mansion
resembled a castle or fortress and soon was referred to
as  "Greene 's  Cast le "

To<Jay, al l  that is lef t  of  ROIIMONT is the stone
gateway; for the cost ly and unut;ual structure burned
to the ground thirry- l ive years after i t  was bui i t .  St i l l ,
the memory of this exot ic manr; ion I ives and i t  has
become more or less of a legen,J.

To round out the Greene story in these colorful
years, the name of the sister of  these two doctors
should be mentioned and added to the record. Flora
Greene, w.rro rnarried George \K'rashington Armstrong
oltBoston became a summer resiclent of  nearby Center
Harbor.  There, sfre and her husband bui l t  a summer
home whi, :h they named GILNOCKI.

A feu  fa , c t t ,  u . red  i n  t h i s  i n t rodac t i on  t r t

W/INDLIR,MERE, hate been dratun from the ltook b1'
E,luard H. Blach:tone. Another publication, comlbiled b1
Ilelen Sturteuant t\4attheuts and pablished by tbe fu[oulton-
boro Historical Societ'y in 1963, u,as aseful in piecing

together the earll ,ltistor), of Long Island.



Dr. Franh Eu{ene (lreene
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T U, brochure has been written with the purpose of recorcling ttbe story of
lVindermere and tct introduce the reader to the hist,cry of Long lsland on Lake
lVinnipeuukee in ,Ne'w Harmpshire'. The writer hopes that this publi,cation will
reuiue the memory of an erct w/ten ff7anj beautiful Victorian sutnmer eJt(ites were
part of tlLe Americcln JC€n€. Since manj of these rndnrionr haue now uanished,
and the 'luxnryious t^:tait of liife uhich they reltresented also lsas disappeared, this
reco//ection of Vin'de'rmere may stTrue ai a contribiution to our cultiural past.
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