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nowned Becky's Gavden with its lew shrubs and bushes.  Two
islands have over five hundred and less than one thousand
acres; seven have an area of over one hundred and less than five
hundred: six contain between filty and onc hundred acres;
rwenty-five are between twenty-five and fifty, while two hundred
and twenty-seven are less than ten acres in size.

Many of the islands are worthy of note in themselves, being
rich in history or legend.  As T want to confine myself at this
point ta geographical features, I shall cite onlv a few itcmns in
pTLSSUJg.

Rattlesnake Tsland is probably the most interesting in Win-
nipesaukee, as its ledges pile themselves into a hill which, at the
highest point, rises approximately three hundred and ninety-
one [eet above the lake. The lake is 504071 [cet above sea
level, as determined by the United Srates Geaoderie Survey on
August 4. 1906, while the summit of Rattlesnake measures 895
feer.  Mention of the alttude of the fake brings to mind the
fact that the New Hampshire Public Service Commission has
attached a water gauge to the east side ol the Weirs channel
bridge, which shows the hieight ol the lake above sca level at
any time.

The most sightly island homes on Winnipesaukee could be
buile on Ratilesnake Island, exeept that fear of the reptiles for
which the island is named and which did and may still inhabit
its ledges. have scared away the would-be properiy owner. 1
may as well consider here the question ol the island and its
rattlesnakes.  Some believe it to have been so named owing io
its shape and appearance. (Lt has always laoked more like an
immense crocodile 1o mey [ ean honesily sav, however. iha
the naane came from tihe fact thae there were “ratilers” on the
island. 1 can recall a Weirs Reunion Week exhibition of
“raulers” caught on the island by experts. A few years ago it
was possible to follow down the east shore of the island in a
small boat on a bright, clear day. and sce one or more snakes
on the ledges in the sun.  During lumbering operations on the
island workmen have been bitten by them. On at least one
oceasion the istand was burned over in an effort to exterminate
them. once and for all.  But the ledges that are their natural
habitat were their natural protection against the fire, and, crawl-
ing deep into the rock defis. hey escaped the flames. T have
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not heard or seen any definitc proot of the presence of snakes
on the island in recent years,  Many people go on Rattlestake
each year to pick raspberries. | have known some who went
for the express purpose of linding a raclesnake. and without
suaccess.  Ir may be that conditions are no longer right to sup-
pott repiie life on the island.  In some ways I hope so, for
then the beauties of this island could be enjoved by many. In
other ways I will have some regrets il the day ever comes when
a reproduced medieval castle lrowns down from the summit of
Rattlesnake Island.

Atop Stonedam Island. about 216 lect above the lake. is a
small pond known for its beaury only to those whe have
exploved the island.  There are other small marshy spots in
the lowland of other islands, but the Stonedam pond is espe-
cially noteworthy lor its altitude.  The name of the island is
derived from the sione causeway which once connected the
island and the mainland over that section of the lake known as
Sully's Gui.

A few vears ago a good varn made the rounds of \\'inuipc-
saukee telling of a disappearing island near Center Harbor., |
haven't the slightest idea where the story started. for who can
tell what fertile imagination stares a “eall (ale” on its way. At
that time I was covering lake news for The Laronia Lvening
Citizen, and the disappearing island made good “eopy” Tor us
for several davs.  From all that we could determine Lhe istand
had no foundation. Certainly no foundation that antached it
to the lake bottom,

Another island thai deserves particular menton is Cow Is-
land, or Guernsey. as it is now called.  This spot was setrled in
1812 by Paul Pillsbury, who erccted a farm house and grist miil
on the island.  As it was the only grist mill in the lake region
in those days, customers were atacted from all directions.
The mill was operated by wind power, and people sometimes
had to wait davs or even weeks to get sufficient wind 1o arind
their corn.  Also. the first herd of Guernsey caule imported
to America grazed on this island.  Today onlyv the foundations
ol the house and baris remain, bur in 19485 the windmill was
resiored and dedicated as an historical shrine bv Governor H.
Styles Bridges.  The original windmill survived sl the other
strictures for several vears, and it was such a landmark that its




